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FRLIENDS:. : 


OU being..efteemed ſuch as profeſs the Spirit of Truth, tht 
guide into.all Fruth, having met with this Book, Entitnled, 
A brief Examination and ſtate of Liberty ſpiritual, both 
_ with reſpeQ to. Perſons in their private Cap of ant 
.-. .-.- - in'their-Church Society and Communion z/ avd finding the 
Auhen tolle\ us, his aim, was to _affert Truth, dereft Error and point 
art ſome Shoals and Sands , that ſome have too boldly run upon," &c: 
Neting | th great difference among Friends, touching the latter, wi. 
contd ao no. leſFtban give it a ſerious Peruſal, in which we' found, inſfttad 
of aſſerting the- Frith freely, nr Ad fairly, or pointing at any 
dangeroxs Saud .or- Shoal. certainly ; the tenaency of our Author's Di- 
* ſeourſe," was nather to remove thoſe true Marks me had, then otherwiſe; 
.> bycehdeayouring te bring im a _BlindgObedience, and an Implicit Faith, 

ro what'he:«alls. the Charch, (which ſeems rather implied too, 'than fairly 
ſet forth that we can find, ) CY ” 


- 


*\. Oithia acewurg, conſidering bow, caſte "ris for maby on a Religious ſpore, 
rovake ehingefor grawed from Ferſoms valuid_ ah the ateownr, Yathis 
wo themſelves the. trouble of tryal, by 4 true ſearchy according Fo 

Yo poo unity. 


rhe of the AMatter. 
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b We ſay, conſidering -rhe-danger of - this -we- could. do_nd leſt than rake 

notice feveral —_ of -the- [aid —Book-, - deſiring they may be well 
welghed and conſidered, by fuch as believe the Spirit of Truth, # that 
only guide into- all Truth. How far we was obliged to do the at pre+ 


ſent, by an immediate Motton from God, we ſhall not tlow determine, 


nor Impoſe upon any ; for as we find the name of the Lord in this caſe 


i almoſt becorhe, as a Reproach, being:;ſo often uſed of 5 of fo fo. little 
phrpaſe, ſo we would not adminiſter further: Oecaſion ; t Fioh þ 
__ 


ro thoſe that "are without,” to ſpeak. evil of the way of . Trmb, becauſe 
of ſome difference among ſuch as profeſs it ; nor would we perempto- 
rily impoſe upon our Brethren, ' wha profeſſing the ſamg Principles of 
Truth, may pretend to. the like Certaimty;, for avoiding thoſe. things, 
we conſe rather. to commend wht. we have to ſay,” to_the witneſs of 
God in every mind, that being the likelieſt way to make room for Truth ; 
and as ſoft wards are ſaid to pacifie Wrath, ſo are they moſt like to be 
heard at this time. wes oÞ Bi 
'Tis true, we' have delivered our Fudgtnent -plainly, that the Ten- 

' - dency and Import .of our Author's Diſcourſe was, and is to bring in 
| blind Obedience, &c., wbich 4s it leads from the Truth, fo ut "18 wrong | 
init ſelf; and ds cvery wrong is managed knowingly, or otherwiſe thro” © 


A IITNTSS 


fome miſtake ;, «f wrong, is carried on knowingly, "t5s evil or- wicked, be= | 
4 


cauſe deſigned ;" but from this cenſure, we may in Charity excuſe our 
Author, Blievin " him both 'a better Mar, and mote 4 Chriſtian 4 but _ 
of not deſigned, 4t muſt be carried on and managed through'ſome miſtake, ; 
2 ſo we would have what is ſaid 'in the following" Diſcs ſs'es be mis. 
F r ” ” th by A : XY x UL THURG BY Mihott2, go)» 
-  Biu then ſome may inquire, how our Author could be miftaken, be-+ 
ing Maſter of ſuch great ' Abilitles? to. which we ahſwer, eaſily 
througa the. myFterious working of the Enemy in tht likeneſs 'of Trath ;,, * 
nor, . need this ſeem" ſtrange to. any ; if they" conſider how" many have. 
been deceived thereby, both great and ſmall, and ſeine” at times bur-. + 
ried .smo things groſly evil, as kilg their fellow Citatures 5” and yet, 4 \ 
at the ſame time, think they did God Service,” &c. How much: more: : 
eaſie is it. for Perſons to be deceived by the Enemy," in thing} that\ 
appelr like good? The likene/s of good and' of © Truth, "4s that which : 
the evil one takes wp, to keep biz plate, and. ſave his" Cafe, when. the; | 
Can keep no Iihger in the polluted State ;' for being a Spirit, ''he\ cal © 
thrn into any likeneſs, and through the over-valning of -omtward things | 


T } 


on 


by EN 35 yg DS . nes & 8 


BU. > 


FO (0.1: 


\ ſpeftive Rvot, there is a third thing,  #s we may ſay, that ſtands 


 neſſtd here, as there "is any thing of © 
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ORD, * bib Brod boon 85 he Wo," rd "thertby bps" 
| bis Kin adm, im the Wrath, "Enmiry; hard Speeches, " Hatred". 
and Unthavitabteneſs, that have been kept up among the various Pro- 
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"Therefore, "that great MyFrry "of Mirquty fails Ta" the bkeveſs" 
of T7 ah". for" if \theve was othung 1ht *Fr1 HD, "Fae 55nd Truth,” p” 
{SIMI +-7, ALT 03 IS nc £ ; of * 3 hs” Þ. ' % #® m4. A 2. TYLELD 
there cohld "hz <nd Oncharitableneſs ' amy ſich "us * iy any meaſure” 4 
fear God, for as then there would, be nothing but good and Evil, ſo 4 
ſuch as loved the Goof, as they would deny the Evil, they would own" 
rhe goin "to'the leaft' degree of its appearance, knowing that ar the" * 
Root of all "Evil," 45 but ' one," fa the' Root" of all" good," was” but 
ene. 008g "My : ; 74 wig v4 | TS 4&3 & ' an I p29 ©3-4 . CY, 
" But How brſd®5 what"3t evil and good; "as coming from” each re-' 


betwixt them.” The outward appearance reſembles good to a" great 
depree, but the Rodt. is of "the ſame Nature: with the Evil, having” 
only. changed his\ appezrance'; ang. pie 4 good may ſonetimes' be wit- 
| | Nere 15 an) Sincerity mm the "Mind; yet the® 1 
Root of "Evil not” being removed” away, ' the covering of the Soul in”. .» 
the beft ſenſe, is but as the linnen and woolen Garment, forbid- , © LY 
fo be worn under the Law : ' On this acconnt, it is as needful to 
know the” Enemy caſt out of© our Hearts, at he appears Tike' pood, as 
it was to know him cat out, as be, appeared as Evil , © for" as. where * 
tht" latter © 13 not known , . there «wants "the form" of Triuah, ſu” where 
thr *former 53 not witneſſed, there" waiits"the power of it.) © It "is here 
that he deceives poor Man, ſitting as God in the Temple of God ; 
and therefore, till be is caft* out,"we cannot know' our Names truly to. 
be written 'in the Lamb's Bbok of 'Life: 1+ his is the Viltory, not + 
only dver Sin, but vutr Satan 3 for "when he ran*keep no longer in" 
the mona State, nor. deceive by the "lrheneſs of good,” then can he de=" 
"This we maſt hope and look for, and the Turnings and overturnings ' 
in Profeſſion of Religion, ſince the ſtirring of God by "his Spirit to' 
Reformation, do: ſew that be 3s on his way to reign,” whoſe Right it is 2” 
But to our Time this Likeneſs of Truth, this Enemy,” ' as God" firting in 
the Temple of God, &c. hath not been caſt out, nor could in any Refor- 
mation, becauſe all a-long ſome outward Ceremeniel or ſhadowy things 
was - 


"+ þ 


FO So, . Theikrepeto the EAI ER; 

wa Hed mbibeSpriea? Tr, eerie Sluerien, Trp Rei, 
=" »giong and he Government of Chit : But as tha. Entmy\ can go. into. 
any. eutward Form or 'Thing, therefore he conld not br caſt forth whilt 
"theſe: outward Things were overvalued ; but, mhetber ſuch. have afted 
againſ} Underttanking, or the' Day was not ſo far dawned upon them, wt . 
flath-mr hate. determinegbecauſe our Buſine[s 53 t0 conſider what the Lor has | 


4% 
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"M done fox us. bath her not giten us 20 belique. that Ged's Holy Spirit i the | 
Eo only Guide.into all Truth, the Subſtante of all Types and Figures, and ihe 
bh Fulfiler of every addition for Right eauſneſs-ſake, truely reconciling to God? 
But if after we have ſeen or believed the Lord is that Spirit,. the Heir of 
% all. things that is Goad and Seruiceable for mans Souls Good, that was ei- 
E- ther inthe Law, Prophets,. or in any External: Order, . Foxms . Rule or 
Ai - Shadowything ; if after we have believed all this we ſet uþCeremonial Cir- 
E -* \Cumſt antial. or ſhadowy Things, as Terms of Communzon\ and Eſſential to 
þ - . the Government of Chrift,, then we err onone Hand as they did oy the other; 
they ſeemed to come ſhort, in not believing the thing to be done on this 
fide the Grave, &c.. And we err and come ſhort in concluding the 
Work #s. done before. it is, which is. a falſe Reſt , _ for as we bave 
b-- more Additions than we bad. in our Begimming,, .antd as every adding. 
3 of outward Rules ſhews a Want of Chriſt's Government by .his Zh 
: Spirit ; therefare,, in the beſt Senſe, if theſe Rules are added to fl, | 
' aud not only as an Expedient for the preſent Want, and ſo only to be wes 
| zill Fri _ in Power, .ta govern the Soul 5; inſtead of, helping they will 
q certaivly hinder. + eh. I Ger aaa en bar. 
A .. Far rai $4 i4-n0 Rule that bath been, .is,, or ever ſhall 'be,.. ta per» 
E felk the Sonl, by bringing it $0.Gad, but che Holy, Spirit 3. ſo it 35:cer» 
== - tain there is no.Government in this Caſe but that of Chriſt, but «& 
ſhall have an Erid, From hence it is certain that ne outward Rule , 
as it cancerns a. Holy. C onuer ſatiamon the Worſhip: of God: is of © any Ser- 
wice, but until he come; therefore outward Rules, at above Bog ups, 
by us 4s 4 ſtanding Ordinance or but for Time :1 If but for @ Time, then 
their Service is but to fteddy our Mind, that ſo in the Uſe of them we 
mught daily wait for their fulfilling, by the coming. of Chri#t, by bis 
Holy Spirit : But vf «Rules, as aboye, are made as a Randing Ordi- 
-ngnce. , then are theſe outward. things ever-valued, aud whilſt over- 
valued wo camo. hnow-Chriſt the Emanuel. come. te fulfil, them... - + 
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- 4. Ontbit atrtont it.is that tvery latter 


been 


_ . ThePrefice taths READER. 
| ref\ AMpptarutroe of God id as Deathite 
the fetmer, and\this is our Caſe, us well ni any that did go before us, 
far the Subſtance of thoſe two great Diſpenſatronm of Law and Goſpel muſt 
be krowngn every Man that comes truly through the Work of Regeneration 
Snte the Kingdom of God, and: therefore as the Natnral drife is bavdto be 
partedwith,. where' a better 53 nat hoped for, ſo whereabe Life of Religian 
Handein outward Things or Rules they are hard to be patted with whites 
better Life and Rule is not hoped for. Can any Man ſerve two Maſters, 
which in our caſe we deſire may be truly conſidered; and for that end 
Ts effer;: as the QbjeFt of the Mind it, fois the Hind, whether it regard 
Converſation pr the Worſhip of ,God, for if the Obje&'of the Mindabe an 
outward Rule the Mind can go no further than that Rate, for can any thing 
geve fortbizhere that it bath ins feif ? therefare by outward Rults Max can 
20 10, further than a Legnl Diſpenſationz and if Mantakes np his Reſt here, 
hisDependance is no higher than aCovenant of Works,and ſuch cannot know 
ſelf-flain, and as ſuch can never know boaſting excluded; they cannot 
know Salvation truly, by the free Grace of God : But if the Objett of the 
Mind be God's Holy Spirit,, and truly follows it, "the Mind thereby mjll 
become wholly Spiritual, wherein the old Things paſs away and all becomes 
new, both as to outward things and alſo to heavenly things : Here the Tree 
is made Good, and its Fruit Good ; Now the Root being Holy the Conver-- 
ſation is, Holy, for as is the Fonntain ſo is the Stream, what wat > qe 
before 15 now caſte, and what ſeemed barſþ befare 14 now fie aut, for. the 
Root of evil begng caſt out there remains ng Good: Herethe Peace 


on Earth an Lood Will :s known te all Uanhkan 3 we defirt therefore thar 
outward Things may net be over-valned, for therein ſtand the uncharitable- 
meſs that is A allthat fear God, for as the over-valuing outwart: 
things binders from coming into Communion and Fellowſhip with God, ſo+ 
it binders the true K a of the ſtirings of God in others, for when the- 


Appearance or Converſation muit be meaſured. by certain Rules, it fol- 


" lows, what is Terms of Communten, or is accepted of God, may not be ac- 


cepted of Men; we know where the Heart is purified, the Mind made Holy. _ 
by the indwelling of God's Holy Spirit, this is terms of Communion, or + 


what 15 accepted of God, from bence proceeds a Holy Converſation with a 


Confeſſion to that Righteous Principle by which it ts made ſuch, aud there- 

ore as this is not accepted with Men, ſuch are not born of God, .nor ds' 

they know that Holy City, whoſe Gates Flands open by Day, for there is no- 

Night there, this lets all in that are Good, but hinders what is ut.: But © 
| all. 
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call: Citzerbut this, \-arrbey-bave Pay ani Night, ſo" they hnow-Hotr has - © 
.they::do, but ſhur their "Gates as fo Ng 4 God arthe\. oa. | - 
trarys. That tbirigreat Evil may. be avoided is all that it-intended by whit _ 
148 here written, \andithat as we- began. in rhe Spirit -fo we'may wait to-be © 
 <perfetted thereby, that ſo a3 we have in any menſure'; pat 2 To: buve 
vbeeg.our Alpha, > me»may know. himroþe our Omepa alſo; for by 16 other 
— "can: the- Degeiver -be.caft. mr 143 he rakes. up the-Profeſſian'of the 
WIL hw 5790 073d. 1a nd ek Red rs a ka hd at, | 
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Where: the Term You is found in - the following -- Diſcourſe, + 
-. walintend the Author and thoſe.of his» Mind, whoever they rare, + 
- dyhether: many/bofewh not fond an ty oe dy, 9h ak yt Þ 
.And.as. the Term: We is alfo uſed, ' it may be -underftood:int reſpec 

" "to thoſe of the ſame Mind-with the Author of this Bovok. 
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"There are ſeyeral Faults committed by. the Preſs;,* in Letters, 

'Stops, &c. which the Reader is deſired to amend inthe Reading; 
and in 'page 5." line 8. for Author read” Apoitle., And pag. 49. 
lin. 9, for uncountable read Wnacctuint able. LEES CT NE 
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ANSWER to «a BOOK, 


A Brief EXAMINATION, &C+ 


'S to the Definition of Liberty ſpiritually explained, Page 
the firſt, we agree upon the matter. 

But Page 2. .after the asking of ſeveral Queſtions, 
the Author comes to this reſult, That there is ſome things 
left to our freedom,and bounds it at this time to outward things of 
Life and Commerce, as what I ſhall eat, and when, &c. And then 


ſtates this Queſtion. 
. But doth nos freedom 'extend farther than_this? For ſince God hath 


' geven me a manifeſtation of his Spirit to profit withall , and that I have 


the gift of God in my ſelf, ſhould 1 not be left to att according as T am 


- free and perſwaded in my own mind in the things that relate to-God, 


a 
ZF.-1 
B 
BE » 
4% 
ey 
A 
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: leaſt looking upon my ſelf as obliged by what is revealed unto another, 
 tbough it F not revealed unto me, 1 ſhould be led out of my own mea- 


ſure, and. ath upon another motion, and offer a blind ſacrifice to Gog? 


To which he anſwers thus. 
&« Arnſw. This is true in a ſenſe, that is, if thou art ſuch an one 


: < that canſt do nothing againſt the Truth, but for the Truth, then 
-- < thou may'ſt ſafely be lefr to thy freedom in the things of God ; 


<&< and the reaſon is plain, becauſe thy freedom ſtands in the per- 


; © feft Lawof Liberty, in the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt 


; < Jeſus, and in. the Truth which is Chriſt Jeſus, which makes thee. 


« free indeed, that is, perfeRly free from all that is bad, and per=- 
h | 1 Re | ++ feetly 


« 
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&« fe&tly free to all that is holy, juſt, lovely, comly, and of good 
*©-report : But if thou pleadthy. freedom againſt ſuch things, yes, 

; «© obſtructeſt and lighteſt ſuch good, wholſom and requiſite things, - 
« thy freedom is naught, dark, perverſe, and out of Truth, and © 
& againſt the perfet Law of Love and Liberty. : 

| Anſwer, That this queſtion' above is weighty, is clear, for the 
whole controverſie ſeems included in.it; for where the gift of God ' 
is received to profit withall; they have _ ad Feed to'chuſe 
or. refuſe things according as they are per 1 


| waded, or they have 
not ; | and all this is included in the queſlion; whereupon ac- 
cording to truth, if his defign had been to aſfert it, -the Queſtion. 
ovght to have been eftectually anſwered, and all the parts of it free- 
ly and fairly diſcuſſed, that Perſons might have known: their true 
Liberty, with reſpect to Church-communion according to his Title 
Page: But on the contrary, in our Judgment, the Anlwer, if wor- 
thy of that name, is flight and eyaſiye, no way deſerving to. be 
reputed or accepted as a true Anſwer to this weighty Queſtion. 

For , Obſerve,. the Qneſtion is,” Whether freedom ard liberty 
do not extend further than outward things ; that is, whether it do. / 
not reach to the things of God where the gift of God is received + 
according to the Queſtion, which being fet down above Yerbatim, - 
we allways refer to in this matter, both to ayoid miſtake and Tee * 
petition. | Ia, | 

..To: this, obſerve we 4itid nd dire&t Anſwer, neither dire&ly 
afirming or denying the Queſtion z what*s there, *tis true implies. * 
a gragt, but not to the ptrpoſe;. and it ſeems rather to take the: 
Queltion to- be an Aﬀertion than a Queſtioh, in onr Judgment ; 
for it follows thus, that this Queſtion is true in a ſenſe, which to- 
us is neither clear nor very ropers a Queſtion in ſoine ſort being 
a matter undetermined 'till affirmed 'or denied.: Afd" thos- at firtt 
we ſee the Queſtion is rather avoided than anſwered; for what 
cauſe we ſhall enquire afterivard: And in the thean time, ſeeing his 
Anſwer takes the Queſtion to bean Aſfertion 'to hutmor it, we are' | 
content the Queſtion be affirmed and turned into a poſition, to ſee” * 
_ We can peed any betrer.. And it will follow thus, or to this 


- That trve Deny end freedom doth extend further thati outward | 


td tx Poe NO 74 


things, as what 1 all Eat, and whey, *&c. ; for it reacheth to the” 


things of God, to all that þayereceiyed the gift of God to profit 
- With- 


withall ; for ſuch as they do adhere to it, ks liberty and freedom 
in the fear of God, to chuſe what they believe, and are perſwaded 
' ts good, and _ , and let alone what they believe and are per- , 
> waded'is not good ; .nor.can they act upon Angaber + motion, whilſt 
they want a ſenſe of it in their own mind, by the gift of God given 
them to profit*withal}, but offer a blind Sacrifice to God. Here 
we hope we have kept cloſe- to the true ſenſe of the Queſtion, iſ 
affirmed, however we are content to abide by the genuine ſenſe of 
it according to Truth. | | 
.- To this, obſerve he anſwers, this Afſertion or Queſtion ' 
is true ina ſenſe, And that js, he' faith, JF thou be. ſuch an one 
As is perfetHy free te all goed, and perfettHy free from all evil, then 
thou may'ſt be ſafely left ta thy freedom. To find whether this An- 
{wer be full or nay to the Queſtion, we offer, either this Queſti- 
on, if affirmed, is true in a larger ſenſe than he has granted, ar its 
but true. in this ſenſe. | 

If true in a larger ſenſe, .it folows, if his aim and deſign, as he 
ſays, was to aſlert the truth, he has miſled his mark. For to aſert, 

_ the truth is ſo comprebenſtue aterm, as to take in the direft Anſwer to 
this weighty Queſtion. | 4] 

But if but true in this ſenſe that he hath Jaid down, then it fol- 
lows, becauſe 1am-not arrived-at-this PerfeCtion he ſpeaks of, that 
is, tobe perfeQly-free from all that is had, and. perfe&tly free to 

—_ al that is good, as Above ; though I may haye received the gift of 
God for that end, and do adhere toit, and am travailing for it, 
yet I am not to be left to my freedom and liberty in the things of 
God, to att as I am perſwaded. Now if I muſt! not a@ as I am 
perſwaded, then I-muft a&t as others are-perſwaded ; and how I can 
ſo a& and not offer a blind Sacrifice to God, he hath not ſo much 
as attempted to ſhew which, diſcovers his Anſwer deficient, if his 

6 deſign was good, * By 
4 Again, either he believes bis Anſwer is full to the Queſtion, or 
: he believes and knows it is not : If he believes and- knows it 'is not 
full, then muſt he not only; nof have aſſerted the Truth as above, 
but alſo be conſcious wherefore he did it not; -and we conceive, 
that myſt either be becauſe he wanted Ability, or otherwiſe, be- 
cauſe he wanted Truth in his way, which we ſhall examin by 


and by. 106 ; 
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And in the mean time, if he believed this was a full anſwer to 
the queſtion, when affirmed, then we mult aſſzrt, he was under 


- a great miſtake; for the Queſtion affirmed as abpve, is certainly 


not. only.true in a part, or in a ſenſe, as he is pleaſed to ſay; 
but it is true in every part, true in the whole, and every ſenſe 
that a Poſition can be true in; nay itis ſo'far true, fhat if it can be 
wrong at all,'tis only ina ſenſe ; and that is only when miſapplied. 
But the Miſapplication of this weighty Queſtion when affirmed, 
doth (obſerve) neither deſtroy it in it ſelf, nor in the leaſt take 
away the true uſe ; and therefore we believe, where the gift of God 
is received to profit withall, and truly adhere too, there muſt be 
a liberty to chuſe and refuſe things according as ſuch are perſwaded, 
even from the Babe in Chriſt, to the ſtrong Man, and ſo to all 
States: Nor do we hereby exclude External Counſel and Advice, 
bot Rill it muſt accord, and agree with the gife of God received, 
or *tis not obliging. And where this is not freely granted, at leaſt 
among a People that acknowledge the Spirit of Truth to be the on- 
ly guide into all Truth, there the Government of Chriſt is- either 


directly or indire&tly oppoſed or hindered ; for admit of one_Er-_ 
' Tor or Uncertainty, and more will follow ; an Uncertainty admit- 


ted for the Truth in this caſe, ſtanding in the nature of a Lie, 

But now to ſhew, that this part of his Anſwer which ſeems to- 
affirm the Queſtion, is ſo far from being a direQ and full Anſwer, 
as *tis not wortby of that name, being'of no uſe or ſervice with re- 
ſpe& to the Controverſie, the end for which he pleads his great 
concern to write. For obſerve, though 'cis true in the ſenſe he 
grants, that thoſe that are perfeQly free from all bad, and per- 


feQly free to all good, may ſafely be left. to their freedom to att - - 
in the things of God as they are perſwaded,. - Yet, foraſmuch as - 


he neither hath, -nor we believe, can'give. us any certain or vn- 
doubted Rule, how to know who theſe are that are ſo to. be left ; 
all that he hath ſaid by way of affirming this great and weighty 
Queſtion,is worth nothing ; for as it is altogether unintelligible,'tis 
every way impraCticable. Well then, if any certain Rule can be given 
to know who may be left to their freedom 2s above, let us have it, 
and by the contrary Rule, we ſhall know who. may not beſo left ; 
But if no ſuch Rule can be given, it muſt follow, all muſt be lefk 
free, or none muſt be lefe. If none muſt be lefr, then muſt - 
out war 
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outward Rule be ſet up to govern all, and that would make us like 
Iſrael that rejeted God's Government, to be like other Nations. 
Burt if all muſt beleft free to aft in the things of God as they are 
perſwaded, let all this Clamour ceaſe, that we may be quiet and 
live like Chriſtians in the fellowſhip of the Goſpel. There is but one 
Obje&ion, and that is, that this is to give liberty to evil, which 
we may ſpeak to in another place ; and jn the meay time, that is, 
far from our thoughts, as the Author ſaid, it ought not to be named 
among Saints. 

But now to the latter part of his Anſwer, where he makes a 
flouriſh, as if he would tel] us who were not to be left to their free- 
dom, that ſo he might give ſome thing like an Anſwer-to the whole 
Queſtion ; in which, if he ſucceeds no better than he has done above, 
we believe there is none will be better or wiſer, for: what he has 
done. But to the matter, he tells us, if thou plead'ſt thy freedom 
againſt ſuch requiſite things, thy freedom is naught, dark, perverſe, 
and out of the Truth, &c. This is ſtill to the ſame tune; here is 
a Judge implied, but not ſet forth ; *tis not the Spirit of Truth, 
but ſome outward thing, whatever it is. # , 

But ſince we know not where he will fix,” to-ſay no more, 'tis dark 
to be ſure: To help it all we can, we ſhall thys far grant, there 
are ſome outward things ſofar eſſential to true arg, as thoſe 

t if it had 
been any of. thoſe things that had been done contrary. too, we be- 
lieve they would not have been omitted here, becauſe if certain, 
they would have greatly advantaged this Diſcourſe, there being - 
much want of certainty in it : But this not being done, and things 
laid down ina general way, in which often deceit or cunning lurks, 


, we can do noleſs than judge, that the things ſuggeſted as the ground 


 *$ of Difference, are neither ſuch Principles nor Praftices as have been 


I 
* 


: 
LE 


. > from our beginning, nor yet ſuch things as can be truly ſaid to be 


ellential to true Religion ; and if not eſſential things, (obſerve it) 
nor yet ſuch things as haye been from our beginning, they can at 
beſt be but circumſtantial, or if you will, ceremonial or ſhadowy 
things, .and ſuch things at beſt are but accidentally good, that is, 


| as Perſons are perſwaded of them; and what is but accidentally 


_ 
4 
Z 


b 
# 
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} as thoſe,” we believe they concern only 


good; may on the contrary, be accidentally not good, and that is 


} as perſons are diſatisfied with them. And if they prove ſuch things 


that outward Court which 
God 


PDE INS? 2 IR; - 9 cart. oo oi iS 2 Ho So 
IX TRA EPS TOY 1 EIS A ge "2 AE; * 
s ot 5 PP þ > tw" 
- x F, 
- n % 


(8)! | 
God hath left unmeaſured, on purpoſe that Chriftians wight never © 
differ about them ; and if ſuch things ( as we are fir to take for | 
granted) we would gladly know, how they can be brought in and - 


made terms of Communion againft the mind of other of the ſame .: 


perſwaſion,. while'we have run down with all our power the like |; 
in others? What, was they wrong there, and can they be right | 
- here (that*s ſtrange) according to truth ? But in: the likeneſs. of Z 


truth its not ſtrange, it being commonly found, that Perſons *. - 


- Plead for or againſt things in others, which they will neither 
- ive nor take themſelves. Belides it's ſeen, it's about ſuch things - 
- that the.moſt of Chriſtians have differed, denying Communion to - 
one another on-ſome ſpecious pretence or other, forgetting to give 
what they. themſelves deſired to receive. And thus hath poor © 
_ _ deceived all along by the Devil in the likeneſs of | 
Truth. | 
Bot to proceed, that the Queſtion above is weighty, we have _ 
noted, and that the Anſwer is evaſive, and nothing tothe purpoſe, _ 
we have ſhewed. The Reaſon wherefore it was evaded, reinains ito - 
be inquired into according to our promiſe z and that. we con- | 
ceive ſtill as above, muſt either be becauſe our Author wanted' A- | 
bility, or elſe his Cauſe was not good, and ſo could not bear the 
anſwering it according to truth, 6 $12.5 i. :N 
Not. the firſt we are ſatisfied, for thoſe many: Trafts wrote by 
. him, when directed to a good end, do abundantly ſhew his Abuli- 
©y, and kill in things of this kind, yea- to 'that exaCtneſs, that - 
without flattery, he might have been compared to the Men of Ber | 
Jamin that could hit their Mark to an hairs breadth. Thus it.could 
Not be the want of Ability, therefore we are ſatisfied, it was the 
want of Truth in the deſign carried on ; Opinion or the likeneſs 
of Truth, was endeavoured to be obtruded and ſet up inſtead 
of Truth; betwixt which and Truth, there is as much difference 
in the ground, nay, more than betwixt the ſhadow and the ſub- * 
Rance;zand yet there is that likeneſs in outward appearance,or elfe it - 
Could not be called the Myſtery of Iniquity;by which all are and have 
been deceived, to their hurt, but only ſuch who are fincere to _ 
God, and cannot fit down before they know their Names writ in - 
the Lamb's Book of Life. This is. that only which can fully fatisfie 
ithe Hungry and the T hirfty Soul, $ 
+So that though Men haye begun well, yet if they - trayel _ Fl 
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for. the end;, they tmnſt 'mifcarry 5 for if the Travel ceaſe: 
in any ſtate ſhort of the Reſt, let former Openings-and Experiences 


'> binwhat they will, as that work is topped by the Enemy, ſo are 
+} they deceived by him in the likeneſs of 'the Truth at beſt ; for as 
Z the Reſt is that which, remains for the People of Gad, ſo is there 


no ſtate allotted men that have ſimply begun in Spirit to dwell in 
ſhort of that; becauſe none fafe ' but that ; the Reſt is only by be- 


:* ing in Chriſty, the Travel is while he appears in us, to fit us for 
} himſelf, to new create us ; for 'tis the new Creature that only finds 


room in him. | | 
Now- the Enemy, that fallen Angel, can go with Man into every 
remove, whilſt man is fitting and preparing, but into Chriſt he 
cannot -come; for in him he has no part ; vpon which account 'tis 
plain, the difference is great betwixt our being in Chriſt, and he 
only in us. And as man muſt be made a new Creature before he 
can come into Chriſt, ſo mult he travel through the whole Myſtery 
of Iniquity z and in the laſt ſtep of the Travel, is the very height 
of the Myſtery khown,. and not before. Here is the delivering of 
Tſaac up indeed, and the receiving of him afain after another 
ſort: Here the Myſtery is finiſhed, and Man's works ceaſeth, &c-- 
We know whilſt the Hunger and Thirſt remains for God's King- 
dom in Man's Mind and Soul, he cannot chuſe but be ſincere, and * 
then be muſt travel, becauſe the Hope ſtands before him, and the - 
ſenſe of Eternal Life lives upon his Mind ; but if the value of that 
Heavenly Country fall in his Mind, the Travel ceaſes; and then, 
if in any ſtate ſhort of the Reſt, 'tis not God nor-his Holy Spiric 
that bears Rule; for where he rules, there is Sincerity, and where 
there is Sincerity, there travel. And as the Lord begets it, ſo he - 
has regard to the leaſt meaſure of his own begeting, and there - 
the Enemy is chained, and the Sin of the leaſt Child is forgiven for - 
his Name ſake; fo that thottgh the Enemy can go with the Crea- 
ture, he rules not z but if the Travel of the Mind and Soul ceaſe 
before the Reſt is known, let it be where it will, as the Sincerity- - 
ceaſes, it is the Enemy that rules, and the more Knowledge re- 
vealed y the greater is the Myſtery of Iniquity z and when this - 
comes to paſs as there is a falſe Reſt ſet up,fo there is a great noiſe 
about outward things. All was quiet before, but now all in a © 
Tumult, not about eſſential, but circumſtantial or ſhadowy 
things. .It would not be '&, if we truly ſought the Heavenly - 
Country, - 


($) 

Country, or rightly knew our Lives hid with Chriſt in God ; for 
if that was truly-known, firſt, as to the Travel, we ſhould find 
work enovgh at Home; and if the latter, wherein our own Works 
| ceaſeth, we ſhould never think of eſtabliſhing God's Kingdom 
by our Works: But to kaye this Digreſſion, and come again to 
the Matter. | 

- As the likeneſs of Truth, and Truth, differ in the Ground, 


ſo their Arguments do alſo differ. Thoſe plain and fimple Argu- * 


ments that will ſerve the Truth, will do nothing for the other to 
' help the likeneſs forward ; weighty Queſtions muſt be evaded, 

- 6T indeed agreeable to the Nature of the matter carried on ; ſome- 
- thing. like Anſwer muſt be givento weighty Queſtions, which in 
truth arenone; things that God has left unmeaſured, muſt be mea- 
: fared,and a greater value ſet upon them, than he-ever ſet ; and what 
ought to be proved, (that it might be certain, becauſe where there 
wants Certainty there wants Truth) muſt inſtead of being proved, 
be taken for granted ; which begging of the Queſtion is apparent 
throughout the whole Diſcourſe, as may be ſhewed in part as we 
proceed; by which tis plain tous, .and -we hope will be to every 
conſiderate Reader, that the plain tendency of the Paper, was, 
 andisto bring in the likeneſs of Trutb, for the Truth, - endea- 
youring a Conformity that's more-preſumptive than rea], wherein 


things muſt be taken for granted, becauſe others ſay it, and not be- 


cauſe they that ſhould receive- them, know they are true ; and 
that this Diſcourſe levels at this Mark, is plain to us, and hopes 
will be to more, if they: conſider the go-by to this weighty Que- 
ſtion. And this will be further confirmed, when we conſider the 
Difficulties that lye-in the Queſtion, to be anſwered truly, where 
Mens ways is not that of the Truth. 
To this end conſider, the Queſtion is fair and eaſily anſwered 
according to Eruth z themas his aim fas to have aflerted Truth, 
he ought-to have done it; but *tis plain with reſpe& to Truth 
and his Diſcourſe, he could dd&*it neither way, that is, he could 
neither: dire&tly affirm or deny the Queſtion. | | 
. For-firſt, had he affirmed the Queſtion as he ought to have done, 
that is to have fairly granted,that where the gift of God is received 
to profit withall, thereall ſuch ought to be left to ain the things 
. of God as they are perſwaded, then had he ſpoyled his Diſcourſe, 
for he could not deny but thoſe thag he would conclude to be 
| guided 
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-bave not been from our beginning, 'and which can nev 
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guided by others, harggeocned, the elteor, God-to prof Wi 
therefore as this wopld have been ivconſiſtent with his; Diſourle, 
"tis plain, bis way Gas not tife way of Truth. * Again; had 

granted-the Queſtion as above, he had'nor only ſpoyled his Dul- 


coutſe byafſerting Truth, bat then he had afſerced and ſtood*by 


one of the Foundations, Principles 6f our building, and of eFery 
true building, to'wit, Conviction and Periwaſion:--.And indeed 
without which, as thcrecan be no true buillding, ſo can.no true 
building ſtand” where 'tis diſcontinued ; this moſt needs. have mar- 


red the fm ee? of thoſe whole cauſe he undertook, that cannot Þe 


quiet'abdut their Opinions, till others of the ſame Communion: are 
perſwaded, which ought, and mult beg if Gonvicuags or Perſwaſion 
muſt preceed Conformity: By Opinions, we weatl Fa Uh things as 

be _proyed ' 
effential things ; for they may tell us, they are Foxes of God, in 
the matter, this will not do whilſt we are ſure that he bath lefc 
ſuch things on purpoſe unmeaſured, that "Men might agree ; there-. 
fore, where Perſons will preſs ſuch things 'to diatisfattion, they” 


_ raiſe: themſelves above the- level of their Brethren, and then of 


neceflity there muſt be ſomething of Lordſhip and Dominion ex- 
erciſed, contrary to the Rule laid down by-our Lord, who ſaid, 
after thoſe things "the" Gentiles ſeek , but ſaid, it ſhall not be fo 
among you; he that will be the. greateſt, let him be as* him that 
ſerveth... -Ow this account; they was to. @all 'no Man Dattor. or Fa- 
ther, that” ſo- their Dependence: might. nor, be on Men, Jet” their 
Abilities be'what they will, -And thus, as his Oo could not. 
bear the affirming truly this weighty Queſtion, becauſe th en "muſt 
have granted Conviction ; ſoon the other hand, he could not deny 
it; for had he done that, be muſt have been under, an Obligation 
to 'have demonſtrated, how:there could be a dependance' on Nhars 
in, the things of Gods” without ' offering a blind Sacrifice to, 'God; 
but this he--conld not with'reſpe&t: to Sf ruth, and the other he 
could not, with reſpect to his' Diſcenrſe z and; thoſe we conclude 
the true Reaſons why the Queſtion was left unanſwered.” 

There. is one thing- more. worth our while to confider before 
we leave this matter; and 4hat is, how.it ſhould ceme to paſs that 
2 Man of his Ability-ſhavld- ſtate. a tion, that: be: could not 
anſwer,with reſpect to. his defign and+en d .afother ſet it, and 


he _ it overs is "had: boon. the; Mare, toll BN> but for him to 


', ſtate 


- 


_— —_ a x 2 
" Nate him, and give it the go-by ſagſo 

nels; TOmwhich, what Can be ſaid, but when"Men will imploy their 
Parts and Abilities to a wrong end,3n end God never deſfigred them 
to, there divine: Providerce ſuffers. Men to” ſhew their weakneſs, 


firſt, that no'Fleſh ſhould'glory in his Preſence 35 and ſecondly, 'that - 
others ſeeing weakneſſes as inthe beſt of Men,might be cautioned to: 
wait to know their dependance upon him, ther rieither-ſlambereth_ 


- nor.ſleepeth, nor can be miſtaken, which is all that is deſired by 
what is wrt, We have ſtood the longer upon. this, in dooking 
vpon its weight, PE: | ; 

He Queſtions Page the 3d. But muſt I conform to things Þhether I 
can receive themor nay ? Ought I not to be left to the Grace and Spirit of 
' Godin my own Heart ! os 
* To this, 
that is, Thou ought not to receive things againſt Truth ;, to the lat« 
ter part, Yea ; that is, Thow ought to be left ro the Grace and Spirit 

God. | | | | | 
Y ſoc: This is fairly ſaid we muſt confeſs, and if truly ſtood. 
to, might help to make 'amends for the former deficient An- 
ſwer, bot if otherwiſe, -it will be a further Evidence his end is not 
-good;;. and therefore toexamin the matter; he ſaith, let us conſider 
what is the reaſon, that thou canſt not. receive them, is the favlt 
in the things, or is it in thee, &c. If in thee, thou ought tobe 
dealt with:; thus far he Hath ſaid 'well;z. but now: on the other 
Hand, what if the fault he in the things, or in the ground or 
manner of, bringing them. in ?-What Care has he taken ? What 
Remedy has he provided, that ſich'things may be fairly and freely 
withſtood? Verily none at al, neither here,. nor in” any place of 
his Book that we can find; which certainly ' he ought to have 
done, if he had afferted equal Liberty according to. his Diicourſe,. 
- If it was to afſert Truth ;. for he inquires” faivly where the faulc 
is,. that is, whether in the thin Hg in, oririthoſe that ican- 
not receive them ; by which *is fairly implyed; if not granted, 


that the fault may lye on the fide of the things brought in, as- 
well as on the ſide of thoſe that exnnot' receive them, and doth 1ye - 


there for any thing that he hos ſkid, to 
not determined OO InE 25\moſt 

_ of the thingy,ifthey muſt cofte/inwitho 
conclude, Tuch as brivg 
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much as the Leaders may do more hatm ifbringing in things Uiat 
are wrong, than others can-dofinwppoling ſome things.that'may 
in fome fort be rights. - But as a way ts granted to deaſ-Wwith thoſe 
that oppoſe what is-right; there ougbt - robe 'as mach care for 
Liberty, to oppoſe what iFwrong'; but for” that 'he-has-token -no 
care, though 'cis plain,” the Danger is as great,*nay, greater: on 
that fide; forthe Leaders have cauſed the People to: err, 2nd the 
effect was, that the Peopleled by them:was devoured, The wile 
Man faid, There was norhing new 4 then the Leaders" may again cauſe 
the: People to' err, and the People may again be devoured for any }. 
thing that he has faid; either co prove thereis'ho'Danger, ' or by 
afferting true Liberty to- prevent it, 'which” tan” never be better 
done,.nor more according to Fruth, -than by allowing freely 
Convittion and Perſwaſion to preceed Conformity z for as this 
keeps down Men from being maſterly, ſo it helps ſuch as are to 
receive things, to conſider of true Religion” in themſelves; and 
therefore, the cantrary may be*the ruin of- the'whole ; on which 
account 'tis'platn, he having taken no'care as he hath nor. aſſerted 
the Truth, for that allows equaf Liberty, ſo he appears partial: _ 

Again in'the ſame: Page; he ſays, Jt is a dangerons Principle, 
and pernicious. to. true Religion, and which is worſe, 'he- faith, 
'Tisthe root of Ranteriſm to affert, that nothing is a - Duty ineumbene 
/pon.thee, but what than art ge7 [waded on, &c. © IG 

Anſwer. This deſerves our Conſideration, for 'tis as removing 
a Bounder or Land-mark, 'tis of 'the-ſame” Nature with/ Convittion 
or Perſwaſion; for if Convittion and Perſwaſion is to: preceed or go 
befare.Conformity in our Duty to God and truaReligion, then no- 


' thing, can be a Duty incumbent. vpor' us, but what we- are per- 


ſwaded.on : Bur if Dutyto God'and trne Religiqn muſt be per- 
formed before convinced or perſwadedto it, then fomething may be 
a Duty incumbent upon vs,” that we know not;br are not perſwaded 
We ſhall examine this a little; arid therefore offer, if to aſſert 
or believe that nothing is'a-Duty incumbent upon; vs; but what we 
are perſwaded'ong; be' iti, it ſelf a-dengerons: Principle, pernictons 
£0 true Religion, and whartis ftil*worſe; the root"of Ranteriſm, 
then the ſaying that ſtands againſt this, muſt be' 48{p60d as thar 
is. eyil 3 that 1s, it muff be a' ſafe Principle, propitions to true .- 
Religion ; and ' which. is {till more Fa ſhould be 'as'the root on 
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all/ Food! to-Man ; for we conceive, .the root of Ranteriſm is. as. the 


root of all evil, Well, "this ſaying that ſtands againſt the former, - 


is to ve or aſſert, that ſomething 4$:2 ,Puty. incumbent upon 
us, that we know not, or ate-not. perſwaded on ; for we muſt 
either; believe, 'that. nothing is a- Doty incumbent upon_ns bug 
what: we are perſwaded on, or we mult believe the contrary... 
Now,. as oppolite fayings;have contrary. ſenſes.and effets, then 
if -the firſt ſaying be evil, the latter muſt be good; -and.on- the 
contrary; if the latter. in-a dire&t and true, ſenſe be wrong, 2s 
Jeading from FrutHh into: blind Obedience, then the. former ſay- 


*ng, notwithſtanding; all: bis ugly Epithites beſtowed upon. it, muſk 


be good in a true-ſenſe,/as tending. to lead:truly to know, both 
our- Duty toward;God and true Religion. | 

And therefore obſerve, if according to his ſaying, to aſſert os 
believe that nothing is a Duty incumbent upon us, but what we 
_ are perſwaded on, be: the root..of Ranteriſm worſe. than what is 
pernicious. to true Religion ; - Then to,avoid this dangerous Shoal 
and.Sapd that he has given notice of, we mult Þclieve, that ſome- 
thing is a Daty incumbent -upon us that we are .not .perſwaded ons 
and if we can thus believe, we muſt of. neceſlity depend on him 
or others, to.let us know what our Duty is. | : 
+ If. vhis is :bis meaning, and what he aims at; and for our parts, 
we can-ſce no other ſenſe obvious on. the, Conſequence of. his 
Argument 5 we: ſay, this muſt. be batk.. again. to ſomething , 
like the firſt Covenant -that could: not -make the Commers' there- 
unto. perfe&t ; but this is not ſo good; for that was meaſured- of 
God, whilſt this ig, not-: This is-to. lmpeach the Grace of God, 
and Spirit of Truth, ' to whoſe ſufficiency ſg many Teſtimonies 
haye been born, as not now. ſafficient to4lead all (obſerve) inta 
all Truth z *cis- trve, it may. imply., .that ſome are led into. all 
Truth, -orelſe we know not on whom they muſt depend, that are 
to believe, that ſomething is a Duty incumbent upon them .that 
they are-not perſwaded on-;z but as this-is. his meaning, he: has. left 
us: miſerably unprovided,, whilſt the Conſequence of his arguing 
bs to-make vs -beheve, that ſomething is a; Duty..incumbent_ upon 
us. that we do not, know,:.and._ yet-at the-ſame time doth not let us 
know. on whom we may Gopens SOROGng our. Inability to-under- 
., Rand our Duty, muſt be the cauſe of .our Dependance, on. whom he 
ar others.is pleaſed to ſet forth; may not wg ſay this bears for Rome, 
where Ignorance is ſaid to.be the Mother.o Deyotion? but that we 
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7 willnof/at preſent, becauſ perhaps bis.meatiog may be: better 
2 thanbis Expreſſion, .and indeed it had been the-eaſilier paſſed by, 


O . , 


q | # had he made any good Provition'in his Book, that we might” nor 
. # havebeen impoſed on contyary to our Underſtandings; but taking 
- #F no care for that that we can find, as'alſo diſconraging all thoje 


Z Poſitions that ſeems to reſerye a Liberty _ to underſtand what we J 
, 2 aretereceive, demonſtrates plainly, the tendency.of bis writing is- * 4 
, © to bring in blind Obedience. | ; 2 
| 2B 


> + But: to confirm his ugly dreſs put-upon this ſaying, that no-.- 

* thing is a-Duty incumbent upon us but what we are perſwaded on, 
.. = hetellsus, thedead, dark, and ſeared-Conſciences plead Liberty. 

4 againſt all Duty,-and .this is af that he offers that. is material ” 
but this will aot do his buſineſs ; forgtbere.is a vaſt difference bee - 

, 23 twixt denying all Duty to- God,-and belieying nothing a Duty « 

7 but what we are perſwaded on: Thefirſt deny all Duty, the latter * on 

': ewns all Duty that can he known. | | F 
7 The firſt denying all Duty. is direftly_ evil, but the latter, as a 
* they own all Duty that they know, ſo may they wait truly to "2 
know- what God is pleaſed farther to ſhew, wherein a_true: Chri> 

ſtian is included and ſtands; and therefore, tor him to joyn this | 

X Nate which may be truly gaod, .with that which Is certaicly eyil, . 
% though he has not juſtified the wicked, . yet certainly he has con- 

' - demned the Righteous, concerning,which, there is much .might be 
ſpoken. -. But in ſhort, either he believes thoſe that believe or aſ- 
ſert,that nothing is a Duty As upon them,but what, they arg 

# perſwaded on, are thoſe dead, dark, and ſeared Conſciences, or 

' he*Coth not ſo believe; if he doth now ſo believe, why doth he 
compare. them with ſuch? But if he doth ſo. believe, then ſeeing 

3 according to his account, they muſt be dead, dark.and ſeared, be- 

+ fore they made thoſe Pleas; and then ſeeing there is nothing more 
3 contrary to. the living than the .dead, how came it thgy was not. 
found out till thoſe Circumſtantial things was Srovght n ? For-'ſa 
we mult account them till they are proved.otherwiſe. ?Tis. true, 

= he calls them requiſite things, and no- marvel that you ſhould ; 

Z Foeſteem them, when you could not know your dezd, dark and *® +» 7 

; ſeored Conſciences without. them. -but- cen.. thoſe, requifite things | 
that keeps-out, ; or makes known thoſe.,dead, dark and ſeared 
Caonſciences that pleads, being left to the Grace. of God, and that 

Nothing is a Duty incumbent vpon} them, but what they are per- 
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Twaded'on ? Can thoſe" requiſite things which, keeps thoſe above © 
outs: k cep ont 'Hypocrites ? If - not 3 muſt They not. be liv- * 
ing or dead Members? If living, we "leave you modeſtly to make * 
the Application; but if dead, "tis womh your while to conſider, # 


WE. Te” ("i 
» 


x4 
| x22, 
ap, be; 


if you have not been under ſome miſtake all this rime, and ſa;have Þ 
been endeavouring to caſt 'obt- the living , .but- kept the dead; | 


- "gdath this a you truly living, *and your ſpiritual Senſes 7 
P | : 


-pgfet? To 


y no more to this we doubt not. = 
» = But again, to this Poſition, "that nothyng is a Duty but what Þ 
' we are perſwaded on; if this ſaying be ſoevil as he has-repreſent- F 
ed it, as zboye, then it muſt be ſo, either becauſe of it's abuſe, Z 
* or; becauſe evil in it fel, If it muſt be diſuſed and criminated +2 
-only becauſe ſome abuſe itgy then what is there but. it muſt' be 2x 


parted with ;- according to his own ſaying, Page 4. in alike Caſe, an 


farewell with the Scripture, and indeed with every thing elſe that's ' 7 
good, lirce all thoſe things that Man can meddle with, have been 7 


_ abuſed at one time or other.” © * — AT LT . 
But if he be ſo apgry-at this Poſition, as evil in it ſelf, which 


it muſt; if the root of Rianteriſt, then we believe he is ina great hi 


miſtake, and do offer in ifs favour, that what may-be ſaid bya 4 


. Holy and Religious Man; truly as a Holy and Religious-Man cannot 
be Evil, much leſs the root of Ranteriſm, .but this, that nothing 
is a Duty, but what we- are perſwaded on, we believe may betruly 
affirmed 'by a Holy and Religiqus Man;znd that againſt Impoſivion: 
For as no Man can be Holy but by God's Holy Spirit, ſo no Man 
can truly -know-his Daty towards God, but by the ſame Spiritz and 


as Duty to God cannot be known, nor true Religion-perfornfed, .} 


"but by the Influences of it, ſa we believe where- the gift of:Gbd-is 
received. to profit withall;and truly adhered too,nothipg is'a Duty 
incumbent vpon: ſuch, but what they are perſwaded' on. We 
do nat ſag. that nothing ſhall be. a Duty but- what ſuch are per» 
ſwaded_ on, byt this we ſay, whateyer ſhall be a Duty, muſt be 
known before it can be ſo. Now, if nothing be a Duty bue 
what they are perſwaded on, certainly they may affirm-ona-Chri- 
Mian accqunt ,*nothing is a. Duty ohne upon them, - but 
- what they know or are perſwaded on,without being: Ranters,which 
they could not; if this ſaying was the root..of Ranteriſin. | - *- 


” - ” 


. 


kd * . S be p* © Is | 64; 

'S But to obſerve a little wat — Words afford us; be tells 

re © ns of ſome Perſons above, that was perfe&tly free from all bad, | 

; and perfetly free to all good, which might ſafely be left to their - - 
® freedom to a in the things of: God. Now, we hope ;however 

Sthac he will grant, tbat nothing is a Duty incombent upon them, 

Zbut what they are perſwaded on ; and then we hope he will allow, 

#they may affirm nothing is a Daty but what they are perſwaded 

Zon, and if. but true in that one ſenſe, this ſaying cannot be the 

Zroot of Ranteriſm, for that Is trne or good in no ſenſe : ? Tis true. * 

Zhe bas not given us a Rule to know thoſe-of whom we-laſt ſpake, _ w 
$nor'do we believe that he can ſet them our. ; but that 1s not againſt. - 


2, Hus, but for us 3; for if any may aſſert, that nothing is ,a Duty but 
d what they are-perſwaded on, tho others may abuſe it, if we cans 
e not diſtinguiſh betwixt the one and' the other ; he knows Tares 
>, muſt be ſuffered to grow, rather than run the hazard to deſtroy 
s Wheat. * 


T Again, -he tells us Page 9, That 4 ſaying ;Y be true or falſe: ac- 
Spording to the ſubjet or matter 'tis applied to, Now, though we 
®elieve he has miit the-truth there, yet it will ſerve us here againſt _ 
Zhimſelf; for this Poſition that he is ſo angry at, is but a ſaying, and *f 
| gfuch as has þeen advanced truly againſt Impoſition, and again, may . 3 
be truly uſed on that occalion; therefore it cannot be the root of 
[7 anteriſm, for that is fi mply evil; wherefore,. we hope he will” 
withdraw his Charge of- theroot of Ranteriſm frotw this. Poſition,- - 
tot nothing is '2 Duty ihcutnbent vpon} vs but what we are per- 
- __ on,ahd inſtead of condemning it as evil,alloly it as. good and 
*n Loncelfary inits genuine ſenfe. 
* But toconclude this matter,we grant a ſaying niay come from the c. 
Foot of Ranteriſm,but noſaying whatever can be thatRoot,much leſs: e ? 
ha ſaying'that bath, 'and may. again be applied to a good end z- _=_ 
wherefore we cannot ſet why this ſaying ſhoald- be written with 4- 
, Tifrear CharaQter for, arid this ugly and undeferyed drefs put ons 
-Ff, exc(Ept inſtead of perſwading, to alfrighten | into blind Obe-" 
'Vience, | 
Z Tothbe latrer patt ' of the Queſt reſtion, Ougbr 1 rot td belefs 10: the 
: IJ rave and Spirje Dodfa iy own Heart, the ig 
i "Tp- this fie anſwers; Fhat 5 of all things mo#t deſirable, far 40- 
” of. want of Dnity, where all arr fo left with the one Spirit, they- 
WS TOI canner be orberwiſe, OY Ar 
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«we bclieve,” and thegein does:well z* but that-he fhould limit it to 


though he may have received a meaſure of God's'Spirit, yet he- is 


* _;.___ hurcand mifchicf through all the Reformarions that have been ; 


* - confidered'in ovr day! * | 3 vas 
"*But. to the matter, that thoſe'that are truly Ieft with the' one 


- where difference is carried on t9 the Breach of Charity, one ſide 


* Iy 


his 'Anſwer above, he takes away 1n the latter part, 'by limitting 
it toan Oneneſs of Mind, or Identity of Opinion, without making 
a difference betwixt circumſtantial things, and ſuch as are truly 
eſſential z for though all that fear God,*muſt and will agree 'in "the 


as. ſuch things are over-valued, God andbis 'H; 
tefted. Where this happens, ſuch. things that elſe-mi 
been indifferent, becomes ſinful to'eſpoule,. by ſuch-as-truly fear 
God; for we may note, God and his Holy Spirit” can neyer 
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Arfver, That he deſires all ſhould be guided by God's' Spirit, 


« * That one way, with reſpet to ſhadowy or circumſtantial things, Þ 
| that he may believe is good, is his miſtake ; by which *tis plain, F. 


RIFr 
NN Ys 


nct rruly, born-of ic, * for if he were, he would not limit God's | 
" Boly Spirit to'this or. that ceremonial, circumſtantial or ſhadowy | 
_*thing; for that is to ſet the meaſvere above him from .whom-ir | 
- Comics, and to meaſare that which God has lefc. unmeaſured,-the' 


This is not the Truth, bur a likeneſs of ir at beſt, which all / hither | | 
* Xo havebeen deceived by, and*ris our danger.' O that it could be 


- Spirit of Truth, muſt and will agree, we grant; and- therefore, | 


at leaſt maſtbe wrong ; but which ought in God's fear to be in- | 
__ quired, the greater number cannot determine it; - but thar there | 
muſt be an Identity of Opinion ,” as we think the Schosl-men # 
call ir, that is a ſameneſs' of Mind, and oneneſs ' of Judgment to | 
© circumſtantial, cerenionial or ſhadowy things, is ſooner {aid than # 
proved , and favours more of Curioſity than aby' real neceſſi- Þ 


.- And thus; what he ſeems fairly to grant*in the fore-part of © 


RE CR TR ITS; - 
MX +Y ira, oo NEO 


EO  Jatter yet-there is no neceſſity that they muſt agree'in the former. ; 7 
therefore, to inſiſt roo much upon ſuch things, have always been # 
dfevil Conſequence, making diflerences greater than'elſe they would ; 
have been; and the reafon is plain, for where ſuch-things are too * 

-much -preſſeds./ris-becauſe they are;oyer-valued, and by how” much | 
that ſuch things are over-valued, *cis the likeneſs, and not, the truth | 
that prevails JE) that it could be conſidered | -For-by how much, 1 

L-are-neg- Þ 

gbt have | 


+ 


Was 


GG Gww 


qQ M=<% 


-U. wi 


tW % US UY FF » 


© 85-2. 6p 5 3 © ww owt ww! wut nin end We 


nd WW wt CO) $3 KD a CD 


ST 


CEn7 ) 
be over-valued in-our-' Hearts| and: Minds,; but everything. below 
SHmn-may-: * 707 115507 4 Da 311 Toft 5-463 F POO . 
And yet on the other hand, ſome ſeeing this as a certain wrong, 
the Egemy hath aggravated the matter to make both mp 
thar whil!t they both thought they, was right; and thus the®Dgvil 
Þath deceivedipoor Man, even.onta this day ; and 'cis-our danger, 
iand” will *eontioue” 'qptil the Spirit of the Son. of God be. more 
plentifolly” poured'forth-upon us that;-can ſay, Farher forgive them, 
they know not what they do; This'is that which we want, and ſhould 
truly wait for,-that. the great .Deceiver, the occalion of all ſtrife 
-and trouble amdng ſuch as fear God,. migbt.be.calt out, that ſo he 
might deceive- no'rtibre'; whick-we:hope- is-near;; for there ſeems 


- -but one grand Rembue:to/know the Myſtery of Iniquity finiſhed z 


and'that is,” to know'our:Habitationin'God who we have: profeſſed 
bath appeared in us by -his Light and Spirit : Moſt look for this 
great Myſtery of Tniquity every where but, where 'tis ; they look 


for it abroad, -wheg iti.can'only; be-truly. finiſhed in their own 


Hearts ; for" as:he that never kgew: ſpiritual Bondage, can never 
know and: value: true ſpiritual Liberty 3-:{o he-[that never knew 
this great Myſtery of Deceit.in bisown Mind revealed, can never 
knazy a true delivering from it... 'Tis not. poſſible to.give a Rule by 
Words to eſcape it; for he that knows the moſt, and thinks by 
that Knowledge to eſcape being;deceived; he is deceived already z- 
we wiſh it could be'fcrioufly conſidered by all, :for-is the greateſt 
'Tryal Men cayy meet with./:: Bus to: make lefiar things than effen- 
-tial'things Terms'of Commanion;. we bave obſerved to be a great 
Evil in others, and ſhall we cry it, up-2s-good in our ſelves ? That 
which we have affirmed was never bleſs d and ſucceſsful in others, 
ſhall 'we put in'praCtice ?; Unity hasbeen the great: Plea-with which 
the World hath aboundedg -and whilſt they have ſought for it in 
ceremonial and:ſhadowy things; inſtead of being united, they have 

been divided; and inſtead of being gathered, they have been ſcat- 

tered, not-to the Honour of Chriſt, but the ſhame of. Chriſtians ; 

and ſhall we pipe to the ſame Tune for. company, in which there 

ſeems no material Difference, byta change of the PE&rſons and O- 

pitions? 'Have others beerfdeteriviging; Truth by the.-majority of 


"Voices, and-do not' we ſ& too ?, And if wedo,: had we not. better 
.acknowledge it than let:the niatter prove it ? (Obſerve) do not we 
et up the Body of our Community to determine -the matters = 
| D |  * wha 


* 


| "(a$) 
what difference betwixt.that/dnd ay matters 'of | Faith by the 
majority-of «Voices ? For is not the Body taken for the greater 
ber, and then is it not the ſame thing when trely-applied ;;and 

if this be'true, is it not much worſe inus, by how mach-we began 
Setter? © that it could be conſidered !:For otherwiſe we believe, at 
laſt it will not only be found wrong, but that.”eis- but. a few thac 

- manage this Myſtery,-in compariſon; tothe greater number, thqugh 
cheyway be ſupported by their: compliance 3 but as we can -troly 
Tay, Father forgive them, thiy know not what they-do, we are not 
Awithont hope ; but ſeeing we have obſerved,:; that Chriſtians and. 
*Ebriſtianity-was always diſadvantanged by thoſe :Pleas for: Unity, 
when put in praQice, of which we have had: the Experiexice from 


others, and now have. it: among eur ſelves, if. wt could heed-tb - | 


improve the occaſion ; and-that: is,. to- put in.prattice among our 
ſelves that good advice we have. giyen to others, to wit, to make 
nothing Terms of Communion but eſſential things 3 to which pur- 
po ſe, that Book ſtyled, A Addreſs to Proreftarts,/is.1o. full to the mat- 
ter, that'if more'can be ſaid, any Sande nl the: Advice there, 
were but-effectually taken by-eur' ſelves, of which to. be ſre there's 
moſt need, thar fo at leaſt, if we cannot mend others, we Wight prove 
the trath of our Advice by amending ovr ſelves ;. till then, thoſe 
excellent Precepts want Examples, and all know they're more pre- 
wailing; therefore let us begin to ſet that; great; and: glorious Ex- 
ample, which as'yet the World-neverknew.. | We fotbcar to tran- 
ſcribe any part of- the -Book;: conſidering! it's -great- applavic and 
late Writing 4 We hope it fſhould-not-yet be forgotten. However, 
it may be reviewed to corroborate the-Memory, and then there 
can want nothing that we know of but Self-applicatian. - {3 

Tn the meantime, fince *tis. matter of Fatt, tharChriſttans never 
thrived ona trueChriftian account, where: thoſe Pleas for Uvity 
hzve been pnt in prattice, relating tagerdmonial;.cirovmſtantial,and 
thadowy things;do nor ebjeQthat was only as tar tie#onto violence; 
for weflay, the ground of all Eyil is firſt in the 'Mind, and from. a 
ſtraitnefs there 3 and therefore, they that amis nothing of thas 
power they fave, -who can belicve;4f ſuch had ore, they would-igi- 
ploy it better? Self-denial and 1 nc# is the beſt tlemenſtre- 
tion of a Chriſtian frame of Spirit ; for Chriſt did not-come to:take 


away the 


of allÞrife, that is Eva. 
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ter Evils only, butthe leſſer alſo;yea,cven the ground | 
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_* Therefore let'vs alter our courſe, and take other but better mea- 
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ſares; have Chriftians and Chriſtiavity, as truly ſuch, 'almoſt been 
extingeiſhed in the World, by feeking an Unity in Opinion? Let 
vs ſeek ir in Effeatials,/ and then the work is 'done among 'us,. at 
leaſt; to peace, and then-to'be ſure;yve ſhall promote, according to 
oor power, -what the World ftarnds need- of, as well as to wait, 
that a trve Figure of the Univerſal Church, of which Chriſt is the 
true Head, may be adyanced among our ſelves; and as this is truly. 
fet up and promoted, all difference dies that's evil, among ſuch 3s 
truly fear'God; then what remaigs, will-be of no more Evil,ohai 
the various forms andcolours of Flowers in Gardens,if not of:apyes 
more ſeryiceF that trie Philbſopliers Stone, being known to #wrp all 
the Metals into pure Gold. Do we think weave been the moſk&#ve 
that have been fnce the Apoſtacy, which perhaps we have, agits 
Notion and Profeſſion of the things of God ? "Then let vs endeavour 


to promote what is more true. What can hinder the/putting this 


M 


In pradtice, but the Devil, by the likeneſs of Truth, perſwading 


this was togive liberty tc Evil? Andtherefore, toprevent that they 
fet up their: own Works, wherebyinftead of leaving People t@ 
come in at the right Door, they do but make them formal. We 
muft confeſs this cannot -be folly known tHl God diſcover it, and 
therefore we.muft wait in Patience for God's time ; but "tis a mi- 
Rake to think, this is to give liberty to Evil, while our end, we 
are fure, bears witnefs to:thecontrary.) Butito anſwer all the Ob- 
Jettions that may be made, as it wonld take up now too much time, 
{o perhaps we may not: knowall that may be advanced; ſo we: ſhall 
omit that til we are better informed of them, as alſo, till-more 
firting Opportunity do# occur. 1nthe mean time, we defire thoſe 

ings 'may be takenin'the beſt ferife, but if otherwiſe, we hope we 


ſhall not-altogether beunprovided;” +! 7 


We know *tis writ; They" ſhall come fronrtho Weft, North, Eaft 
and South," to fit down with Abraham, Hanc and Jacob in the Kingdom ; 
Thoſe certainly was not of oneexternal Form and Order, as io ce- 


_remoniaFandſhadowy things, yetwe find they:agreez but perhaps 


ſome will ſay, this js tn Heaveh x well, - what then ? 'Muſt they not 
4ptee ofiEarch, that muft* 4gvce-in Heaven ?/Shalb not: God's Will 

hag "is ii Heavell? How ee ſhall the Govern- 
| become the Kingdom of 'Chrift, -but-as .the 
| on&dKomes the Peace of 'the other, and *as abe 1Go- 
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 vernment of that,” becomes the Government - bf ; this :-For-is' pot 
Chriſt the Head. of all that is good, from- the leaſt breathing to 
the fulleſt perfetian? And doth not he own all that's of his own 
begetting, every where,'according//to.-the degree :of. Knowledge 
revealed ? Can any-thing'that's:good ina ſpirityal Cs be rererue, 
bu as-it comes:down from-above?; And as Chriſt owns all-thar. is. 
ggod, ſhall hot we own. it? Doth not hergather. all the good'-to-. 
gether in one, even himſelf? Doth he gather all univerſally in:every. 
Nation that fears him, and work Righteouſneſs withoat reſpeCt. to 
ſhadowy things, &c. wherein they. may differ, for thoſe. /he bath 
teft nnmeaſured on-purpoſe that they: night not hinder? Doth he do. 
this in every Nation, and-ſhall not- he &o it in one: Nation ?: Doth 
he do this in general, and ſhall he not do it ina Family ?: Yes, ſure- 
ty he will in his own appointed time. *Tis true, he proceeds by. 
weight and meaſure, -nor can we-haſten his Work, yet certainly: 
we may wait-for it ina true. Chriſtian Moderatian and Patience,. de- 
firing the: Lord Jeſus may- come;and if he pleaſe, quickly tozgather, 
the. Minds.and Spirits of all that. fear him/to any meaſure, into his 
Name, that.is but one ; then would $0 become our Solemnity, and. 
Feruſalem a City ſought out; and not. forſaken, even the Pratile of 
the whole Earth, not that which-is below, for ſhe is tn Bondage. 
with her Children ;, but that which is from above, the Mother of 
all; that-is born free, which:is not'of -Man's: Contrivance,. Work, 
or Workmanſhip;z for-ſhe comes: down. from aboye,. ready prepa- 
red of God, for all that is fit to enter therein z Man's Work cealeth: 
here; for hecan add nothing to her Beauty and Perfeftion ; Mar- 
tha's over Carefulneſs ends here, and Mary's better part is enjoyed, 
that can never be taken away.; and as-Man's.over-carefulneſs is oyer. 
here, ſo fear is at an end'; for asthereis no Night here,ſfo her Gates. 
ſtand open by Day, for the good to. enter. therein, whilſt, that 
which is not good, - cannot.- - The:true Church is bere indeed, 
but not yet referable to any Society, with reſpe& to outward 
Rules, and therefore ought to be waited for by all. - . 
Again, he tells us. Page 4- To Peat dine defe:ta:tht «Graet, of 
God againſt Unity, 55 t0 abuſe the very Pleas &C; 1! 5i:l7 (rh (lt nee 
Anſwer, The'drift-of this Argument is like the reſt, .to gain a 
preſumptive dependance-upon Men, either for;;their greater. aym- 
ber, or for ſome external, conſideration or. otherz without, the 
regard to Conviction or Perſwaſiop; 'tis tyues to- plead this = 
. £0 gzinſt 
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xainſ:vur Underſtandingis an abuſe of the Vlea, and-is little bet- 


' this or that Man, or by-this or that Aſſembly,.that we believe is 


oo oe a ae ooo ods OE Toon ot Eon beer a et Roa ae os 
Pp RT "EIS ; Ne oh AE NE BS 
% F Wy ( — J Mi 1 
Þ | , 
* - 4 


ter.than Herelie, but none can be an Heretick that truly fears God; . 
therefore; to plead this goat this or that thing, brought in by 


wrong, is-ſo far from abuſing the'Plea, that: it. may be a true uſing 
of itz. therefore, . before the Plea is proved abuſed, he muſt Prove - 
the things brought in, to concern the Eſſence of true Religion, or: 
thoſe that bring them in, to be igfallible, that ſo we may have ſome- 
thing that is certain to depend on ; for as that is a-wanting, Truth 
is to ſeek till this be done 3. he doth nothing but beg the-Queſſtion; 
we are fatiefied, and that he knows it. . EE Li 
Page: the 4th. he faith, 1 muſt: ſay unto thee Friend, what if 
thou wilt _ not he left unto the Grace and Spirit of 'God-'in thy ſelf * 
QC. . - | 
Anſw,We anſwer readily,. then ſuch do the thing that isextream- 
ly evilz.but on-the other hand, . what if they are left with the Grace - 
and: Spirit, of God, which. they. may, or at leaſt ſome, for. any 
thing that be bath {aid 7. What Care has he taken? What Remedy 
has he provided, that true liberty -and freedom of Speech may be 
maintained ?. Not a:wordof that, which as it ſhews he has -not aſ- 
ſerted the Truth, for that. has no reſpe@t. to yerſons, but allows - 
equal liberty to all, ſo it diſcovers -bim partially devoted in this - 
buſineſs: He cannot but know equal liberty is abfolutely negeflary . 
in Truths. Government, as alſo, the' want of it hath roined 
moſt of Chriſtian Societies before us; and as we have heretofore - 
impeached the Building.of others as not good, where that was a- - 
wanting,allowing it at that time as a main Pillar of our Building, if 
diſcontinued, our Building that was trve, will not only fall down, 
but then what is ſet. up, will be worſe than what has been before -- 
ÞS>. by how much we did begin better. Ou TO 
Again in the Iame Page, he asketh, If he may not exhort to the- 
pratfiice of what he is moved to preſs tothe. praftice of," &c.' If not, 
he ſaith, Thou art the Impoſer, by reſtraining me from my Chriſtian - 
liberty, and. not ,omly ſo, but away goeth Preaching, ard with "it, the 
Scripture, that are bub appointed. of. God far Exhartation, Reproof ard . 
If OMAN CY nemo et te rl 6 NT. pes 
. Anſwer We are as much. for. ſaving. of the, Scripture a5 he is, - 
and for ſaving of all that is good; therefore we grant, he may 
exhort to what he believes heis moved to prels to the praftice of; - 
| and 
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2d iy having agreed With him to fave trove liberty; and all that 
is 266d, we hope he will accord with vs, to ſhut all ont thae is not 
$000 ; therefore WeTay, though we have granted this liberty as 
ab6ve, it's fot our Duty to obey him, becauſe” he ſayy it, but be- 
cavſve know, Or at leaſt are perſwaded; that what he fays is tive; 
for he iy be miffaken and moved to what is wrong, 'as well as 
to what is right, fot aty thingthat we know 3 and” the ſame ther 
wa ha to hit), is trne toevery one, and all Men in the things 
"13 ns | 
A#ﬀain if the ſame Page he Queltions, Bur ave there not various 
Ieaſares, diverſuies of Gifts, and ſtorral Offiter'in the Belly? To this 
he aalwefs, -Yea ; and then queſtions, rprhyyed joe; ave nt the Mem- 
bers of nie Mind and Tulgment in common and mituerful Maners, velar- © 
#ng to the Churcn of God! {0 
 Anſiver, There is not toch donbt in this when troly anderſtood, 
but we are'to mind that'we be not deceived and impoſed upon,- as 
fo what is, or ought to be actonnted colminoh atid-univerfal Mat- 
ters: By common and. univerſal” Matters, we vnderftond's at d'we 
hope according ts Trurh, that is wht has been <eomtronily and 
uhiverſally ook 1 and bot new and novel things that have not. 
been ſo received z for all new things that have hoe been fo receiv- 
ed, they thuſt ſtay that bring them In, whatever they are, til} they 
cone In as the forter did,” to wit, by Conviction, or at leaſt *by 
Perſwaſion, before'they can be truly faid to be comtithon ant uni- 
verſal Matters'; and in the meantime obferve, this of Convittion 
and Perſwalion preceding Conformity, hath been a common and 
univerſal matter or thing, becatſe commonly and-vhiverſally re- 
ceived attbng is as a great Truth, we believing no tre Building 
<ould be,” of ſtahd without it ; rhereforez ket'us mind weledve nor 
common and univerſal Matter, and oft Truths t6o,;for tiew Nori- 
ons ; for if we tnuſt tective new things for common anU univerſal 
Matters, becauſe Tone that bring them in, call thety fo, would 
have them ſo, or at beſt, believe they ſhould be fo, wedo not only 
go fromthis old received Truth, Convigion and 'Perſwafiori, the 
mainÞilſer of -evety tfue Building, bur thin, what is "it whit 1 
not be obtruded ? This would bring us to reſt upon Opinibn, an 
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what is uncettain, Then what is mote cotitfafy to Truth, and the 
whole tendehty of his Diſcoprſe 'feems 'ro this purpoſe, on which 
-zccount many excellent Truths are \mif-appticd, | 


| Page 
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. Page the 5h, he tells .us, Whe cranes from, the Light, Li 
Spirit, 4s one, is the ſame in 'e 
ct in themſelves ;, this is ſeen, he faith, it our Aſſemblies every day, 
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upan the teachings 


n of this Ar 


he is in thay Adminiſt 
-and Shadows, and the 


er all 
Light, 


erwiſe you. myſt 


give us a rule as above, or you. 

appear any meapbetwixtthols wo 

the matter ſhort, we cake it. for, 
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of God, which whet they do.come 

Gartely,. there is ages wa 
cles of God.. | | 


Truth and 


erwile you. muſt leave us v9 receive 
the beſt of our paderſtzyding : Qbrve,. we 
mult legve-ug free, for there.doth par 
that cap be certain. Fo, make 
granted, that you cay 
$ fro Þ God's boly $pjrit 

2 for- are. then as: the- Ora- 


fe. and 


wy to the veſt, gs if it 


ha 


at .is to gain 2 depengance 
: of (ag uments, equal at leaſt ro the - 
reaching of God, immediately by his*Spirit, ip. our own, Hearts; 
. but how. plauſible ſoever this is, *cis nor according to the Truth, 
ſus ; for though there is-no contrariety in the Spirit of 
God, ſs no contradifion in the Spirit teachi 
and the ſame end, ro wit, the good of Man, by the Salvation of 
his Soul; yes betwixt God's teaching by Laſtryments, and te 
immediately by his Spirit .in our own Hearts, 
tion or differences, that the firlt is but. to. p 
fe&.; and as the latter is the higheſt | 
only here, that cangot be remgved into a Corner ; {o- 
the ſubſtance. of all T 
er of every Addition for 
ſake, to-them that truly believe io þim ; therefore, jp 
verence to the Divine Being, we ſay. the teaching; of 
Spirit immediately in-our own Hearts, wult baye the preference, 
"ever we be truly perieQed 3, 20d yet there is ſ@ mych Truth in 
what our Author hath. ſaid, that when fairly. ſtated, we are con-- 
tent it ſhould be as a Rule $0 , meaſure 
And therefore -we offer, 
or Meetings, ſpeak from 


being all for one 


ther is this diſtig- 
re. the latter to- 
injſtration, the - 


$, Figures 
ighteouſpeſs 
oly 'Re-- 

by his 


the whole Difference by.. 

t do ſpeak ip our Alemblies- 
7 Light, Life and Spirit, or al 49 got, 
ſpeak, ſet. is ont fairly and prove it, thatwe way be f@- 

| but if all da-not ſo ſpeak, which we take for grapted,-then 
you mpſt giye vs a certain-eule to know who do ſo ſpeak apd-whago 
ofmeinſencort}gco 
Either 


ive po 


'Tis: 


( 24) | 

*Tis true, all ſhonld ſpeak thus, but all 'do not, theres the 
doubt; and the like' doubt” is every where, where the Truth is 
concerned, if not, give us an infallible Rule to know, that the 
Church as referred to this or that Aſſembly, is infallible ; this is 
abſolutely, neceſſary *if we muſt not a@ according. to our Under- 
MKandipg 3 for no leſs than what is infallible, caokeep inthe Truth. 


'We take it for granted, that-you can give no ſuch: Rule, 2nd there- | 


«fore conclude, we are every where free where the Trath is con- 
"cerned, to act according to' the *beſt of our Underſtanding, in the 
fear of God ; for:the Truth is but one in all, *tis not more, be- 
cauſe many ſay it, -nor Jeſs, becauſe 'one ſays It.3 therefore we are 
«as much bound to receivethe Truth from one, as from many, and 
no more to' regard many, than one in*this caſe; wherefore. it 
follows, 2s"'we are hot bound to Tereive from"one Man, what 
he ſaith is Truth, when it agrees not with our Underſtanding, 
we are npt to receive it from many; for it. muſt agree with 
The Underſtanding , or unto ſuch as geceives it, fit cannot be 

Again,” Truth is tobe received for 'its own valne,”.and not for 
the' value of thoſe that bring it in ; for if it were, we were ia 
equal hazard to miſs -it on-both hands,. on*the one by an ovyer- 
value of Perſons, or elſe, how could the Leaders of. the People 
"haye-cauſed to have err'd as they have Yone? And. on the other, 
by an oacrvalning; when God chuſeth "the fooliſh Things of . this 
"Werl# to confound the wiſe, as he oftenddoth.; and what is this for, 
-buot that #0 Fleſh ſhould glory in'his Preſence? Therefore upon this 
foot, as above, we-conclude, that Conviction, or at leaſt. Perfiva- 
ſion, muſt be freely allowed to preceed Conformity, as. well to 
keep 'down-that over Greatneſs and” Dominion, poor_ Man .by 


« og 


the | Enemy's ſubtilty is ſabjeet to aſpire at, as. alſo, to.keep every 
one' in mind, that they muſt know the Truth for themſelves, for 
- others -cah never know it for them ; nay," to ſpeak plainly and 
-properly, Truth -can only be received 'for its own value, or it 


-cay- never be received z fo that we 'may ſafely conclude, where 


*Convidtion and Perſwaſion' are diſallowed, * that | Government | 


<caſeth'to' be true, and is fo far from being the Goverment of 
"Truth; ' as: that' it wants 'the likeneſs" of ig. oo 
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if it be that Seripture-in.g grus ſenſe, the..work is ©ue, "if it 
prove anotherthing,thenmay we ſee the.cynning thi is.in 
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ſt this, wolt. be, thie t 
the Light this is not that. 
differing materially from. it.;.that . Scripture is, 1f. we. walk '* 
Light, as God js in the Light, the Hou we. lowſhrp ove with ano- 
ther, and the Bleed. of 5 fe hrift canſeth us; fron a Sin, 
Here the ground- ro, auſc: of. owſhip is 2 walking 
Light, andthe | FOO 
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my) 7A but what wie Mbellataly og Gothind then 
viſiced by his Holy Spirit, according to their ſtate and his 
time,and u« atten p to ſtep, till he came'to us,towhomwe belicve 
be hath app more*Clearly than to any ſince/the Apoſtacy ; and 
as we: haye-ſeen that! Chriſt: muſt be the beloyed-of the Soul, be- 
forewe could by bis Holy Spirit be. ed ont” of the Wilderneſs, fo 
it muſt be a true dependatice-upon "him that”can only perfe& that 
Work begun, according to his own will ; and as we believe there 
is to beno end of the increaſe of his Government now begun, we 
are.to:conſiger there is ſome alteration'in: the work ; it then de- 
eaſed, ic muſt now. increaſe, ;and"if -it"muſtrinereaſe,- we-may 
well confider, as God is Infinite andEcernal, he hath {till more Wil- 
dow, | Power, and Glory-to 'reveal; and'as: we think of this, agd 
conſider that we are but come to the beginhing of this glorious 
Day, we ſhould be ſo far from thinking our ſelves the greateſt, as 
we ſhould think our ſelvestheleaſtz for'this only firs Men to know 
more, this' is that: which makes the Elders low-and: little in their 
you eyes, and thenalways ready. to* throw down-their: Growns at 
feet of Jeſus, let him appear when,” how; -and-where he pleaſes. 

Thvs there muſt be a looking forward, and not backward for the 
mind of Chriſt. | 
-- This hath yet never been tr uly krown, In 'any Reformation ; ; 
for ioſtes wn waiting: $-g-p that tired in their minds,agd 
ſheywed them'thingst tree, and: did-appear to them in the 
ule of torord things gi:W abit che mind-was fincere:to him, we 
fay, inſtead of hn asf io compleat and folfil thoſe Ad- 
ditions that might be' Rreicealls for. a+time, they depended too 
much. on outward Things, and limited \ him/by thoſe ops that 


he had appeared in; .andhersi $h&Eiders ineyery-breaking forth 
of. God fines the Apoltacy,; baye-not;been:the theleatitg- blame, .- blame, and 
the Game Rocks or like-them- 1 hich hey. were-ſplic, ivour dan-, 


Ee z "'wherefore, we ſhould not. think by what we know, to. mea- 
- fure what is to come,; b, > wr form that is now ſet up Is; that. 
* which the People of Gad future-are tobe found in, for as 
that may, and obaa  bs NTAUE of of the ppearance of the. 


Lord that is Rill to. ner ogg limit: come one'as. 
much as is in. our power, and ſock mpy os Lly, be'reproved 'as 
they was of 'old, to-whom the Lord-faid Ma by Propher, Hea- 


wen is my Throne, ' and the Earth is my Footſtodl z where 5s the 
; : | Houſe 
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—_—_ 6+ be asketh, If there be not_« Fog dy, and 
this Body hath not « Head, and. whether Chriſt be net this. He 
whether this Head be without Eyes, Ears,.. ow. eſte, 
Body without ' Senſe and iFeeling ; of not, whether this Heat 
ſmeleth,  ſeeth, tafteth differingly, aud contrary to, is ſelf 3. and whather 
this Body bath a contrary feeling at the ſame time, about rhe 
endif it oh true, that = Charch of Chriſt redeemed by his- moſt precious 
Blood, te-live tohims; ſee with the ſame Eye, hear with-the [a 
ſpeak with the ſame. Month, live by the- ſame Breath, and art | 
ſame Spirit, where is this Diſagreement, Contraricty, or ; diſſent 
the things of his Church? _ all ſybjoin part © Page $; and con- 
fider than together. - They that have. Chriſt for their bead, have one 
Counceller, they diſagree not in their. Fudgments in things relating .to. 
Chriſt , and good of lus Church, they have one and the foe, guide, &c. 
Now to every Member i3 a Meaſure of the joy Spirit. given t0 profit with: 
ull,. and cthongh every Member 5s net an nor an Ear, nor a Mouth, 
yet every Member hath unity with. the fas. with the Ear, and with the. 
Howdy in their proper and reſpetiue Aits, and they one with gnother : 
The Eye ſees for the Month, and Ke Month ſpeaks for the Eye, and the 
Ear "wb for both, &c. it wuſ be ranted, that there are help 5s 57 the. 
Church as well: as that there is 4 Eewrch 4 at af .and the x +4 Gif hey 


. compared theſe helps $0 ſeveral Mowers and Senſes of @ Man's Bad 


an Eye; an Hand; a Foot, Hearing, Smelling, '&C.' all. 4hen ptr be 


- the Eye, neither can all be the Har for then they would poſing their-- 


Offices ;--and if 1 will.not comply med bim that 31 made an Eye, becauſe 1 
am not that Eye, or an Hand, begonſe, { an not that den my. «f,. 
or a Party to the Ys or. Fs 7: F that 5 Fwy 1 reſis: the, 
Sor: though ntder pretence. TOE an for the Lord*s Sake, Kee . 


wid | ape all 


this - in = way. of queries,. 'but op ſhorts 


| ſomething or nothing mult | he ds intended by them if nothing, they're - 


to no..purpole ; if , 
ance.upon wha cg Togo , an 


ce 


vain. 


de be tis to gain.a de- 
ee te wakes ed 
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; cy" berlOrdereptl alfo. he ſcerys: te make her immediately 
jo 


o Chriſt iys her Head, as the natural Body is joyned to the 
Fong to /to peak a livtle to all this, which: might be fab- 
20y.80d p.rug Ny pe ag Hef... is doth not ſeem-:to-hang 

a H+ſt: part he ralls' vs, this \Chorch hears with 
the ſhme-Ear, 


ned t 


{on pat the fame Eye," and fpeaks- with the: fame 
Mouth 4, inthe latter-part,; that: Members of- this Church, except: 
he-meany another Church, are wade an Ear, ah Eye, a Hand, Ov: 
2s mayibe hen ppoolys zbove 3 not this inconfiſtent f: In: the firſt 
they all: ſeom- to-hear for-themfelves, \&o, in-the-Jatter, ſome. hear | 
nediately, and. Res ſeconderily-; the. foriF> bear immediately, 
not only for- themſelves: but for others aHfo 7 the: ſecond. 'hear-only 
for themſelves. by others ; is: this to hear - with-vhe ſame Ear, fee 
with the ſame-Eye>: wedoubr not; bus if it bes: to ſfay-no wore to 
this, . we deſire 1© may be better. explained: 

In the' mean time, as to_the Chyrch-dhat is: perfely enjcuces 
by the moſt precious Bloodof Chriſt; to be Benr- of bus Bone; and 
eh of bis Fleſh, und ſo-united ro-him 'as'the-natural Body'is ro the 
natuy#l" Head, we grant hrs dv -faid” it'a- good: fenſe, that ſhe 
ſrgs with the ſame Eye, &c.-byt this is ther Church that is hidfrom 
epi as Chrift is hid from the World'z yet he knows 

Ire his, and they know-bim and his Voice. All ſhould: travel 
got fit-down eontented|in anything cll\ chey..enow 
one where thenew name is Rwy that.none' can-know . 
Weg tb Morbo: ETC Pont thovgh the Buide, the- wr 7-y 


+1 


5 yr = is Ty 
Frotng ;, hay ant booomge 
hins then: fee - Cit 
I EAT he oughtta do, i | midey 
1ings imply: i 2 0 $I {6019} H0Gh; 9296; "NICs 

SR Hh ktes know ney i eine tar mol 
ke by; and what: Member” is-this'Ear"t marr agpSroans 
what Member is this | Dy4in't ings 
thar relate to Chri; 7 Cite, that a] 


Cage 
>y.ach Þretend-to be that'Eye; that Ear and Mouths 
ne: pegs if this be the Ordinance of God, it both may, 
and ought to: be-done;'for God yet never deſigned a end with re- 
ſpedt@ Man, butthediſcorered the means: *Therefore $et us bave 
what is certain, or w# cannot Hive Truth.” Will 'he have us © 
depend, - and-aot certainly tell'vs what on? Hedoth not/ intend that 
Scaghos that: would-be to ang in as great a'Chimers on a Re- 
Hgions ſcore, 2s 'we have'ever heard of, when this is<onfidered 3 
is can be done that is inſiſted on above, let it be done," that . ſo 
Fara anos come to 'an end; but: if* this cannot be done, then 
that we may beiquiet, let-all concerned conſider, thers*is:tha 
be done they-yer cannot - do, that ſoin a ſenſe of pr\Nothi Hogr 
and {nabilityy we may wait on+him-thats able- 
and.in the mean-time fet ns confider, if it hath not beer;: 0n. this 
foot, that all-before us ſince'the Apoſtacy have miſcarried; thaſting 
God's work, taking: that to themſelves; God has not yet given 
to any viſtble Societys. if owe: can only. ayoid Wet Nachnny Derg 

more humble. 

; And therefore we: deſire fact as do; know what he' tredns, and 
take themſelves of this Church, to;conſider ferionſly in their own 


minds, if they find themſelves thus qualified to take the” Governe 


. 


ment of Chriſt upon their Shoulders, - that To others may cer- - 


tzinly depend on. them in the things of God, as infallible ; and 
if. they.do not.thus find it,” then to conſider,” if they certainly know 
whoare thus 'c -on whom, not 'only'thetnſelves, but" others 
alſo may depend: But if this be not. known,"then whether they 
art ſtil-to ſuppoſe, that there is ſome that are thus -qualified, 'sod 
on that ' Suppoſition prentonty” __ fering where-there 
wants Certainty, there muſt-want "Truth. This 'we cotmmend to 
en ons ve ee es 
mo y not depend oh - 
je&tufes, or atbeft, *but 'o7 Probabitities, but that all: may be 


eſtabliſhed on God'y/ 'everlaſting Truth, manifeſted in their own 


Souls, the Trath of all Shadoms, andrhas which fulfils all additions 


for Righteouſheſi Cake, ” 

- Bue (again what &oth:: te tine 3 What oth be- {ters by 
placing Irfallibiticy apon this Churrh;-as is relates to Meh ? To 
it muſe either be vo fer vp"the wn of God, or tÞt; if nor, 
we cannot ie PIETY for if God's: worſhip _ be 

nown 
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ah oh 
-DEcauſe no- 


len indewed with God's 


Spirit,.and thereby firted for Government. = W- 
Now which of thoſe 'muſt give'way,far-both cannot ſand in 
- equal Authority" together, will any venture to ſay,” that® the in- 
* -ward muſtgive way, for a few,” or the lefler number cannot” be f6 
ſure as many; or-the greater number, however, not as this Church 
that. is ſet vp as the Ground and Pillar of Truth; then we defire 
ſuch to conſider; if they'do not;juſtle Chriſt out 'off bis Throne,'-6+ 
at leaſt; ſet up/\a Tutor or Govyernour-over the'Spirit: of *Truth, 
as ſome before us have done, who-begun well, and will ſtill inthe 
general, in a+ good: meaſure acknowledge, as we'do tothe Influ- 
ences-of God's holy Spirit ; but then they tell-us, the. Scripture 
is the Rule, and what difference is there to tell ns the Church js the 
-Rule z*the Heir while under Tutors and Governours, differiop no- - 
thing, from a Servant; though he be Lord- of:all-* We would by 
no means miſs your meaning, either you take YourTelves as ihfalli- 
ble in the matter, or not, if not, we ſay, why-do you impoſe upon 
your Brethren?. For 'if yow're- nat \infallible, certainly you muſt 
allow Convittion to preceed Conformity, but if you think your 
ſelves infallible,” we tell you; notwithſtanding that/you'are to''give 
way, fot-we hope all will conclude: our: Saviour ;perfe@t;aand' eve: 


Ty way infallible, and as good, and-as- certain aR 


* »v Ma S aa a -« a co cc. ..]]  ...._.._ 


e 2 any Church 


* can be, ;while he was in that Body prepared for him; and- if his 
6 |þ Dilſci- 


"cog Res? (833) 
Difciplescould-nof be made perfe&t, while he ſo. abode with:them, 
we hope no Church will. take. more-to themſelyes, or think they 
- can do more than he- did. Well then, if you will ſeek his:Will, 
as he ſought or. did the Father's Will, you muſt do as- he did, you. 
muſt cell your Diſciples or thoſe. that depend upon; you, .;that. you. 
. muſt-go away as a gyidetothem inthe worſhip of God; and a:holy 
Converſation; before they : cani be . made perfett; for it is 'certain- 
ly as expedient for you to -let-all know, how far «your Miniſtry 
can gO, as it- was: for him; did he tell his Diſciples it was expe- 
dient ;for him to go away, -orelſe the Comforter could not come, 
the:Spirit of Truth, .that only guide into all Truth? *Fis as-expe-. 
dient, we are ſure for you, to let all know, that, except, Men come 
into their own minds; 'and there wait:to know-the work-and teach» 
ws - God'for themſelves, they can-never be made perfect by. your 
iniſtry. Sg : 
We would not have you miſtake us, do we hereby make void 
the gifts of God given unto. Men for the work of the Miniſtry ? 
No, by no:means ; but we would. have all-to know, . that the beſt. 
of gifts for this end; are: but Additions,: and are not to be .;per- 
| petuated as for ever, for that which is but until, hath a limit, - 
and ends in him that gave them; and as all ought to look. for 
Chriſt the hope of Glory, to ariſe in their minds to fulfil every 
Addition, ſo ſhould: all that. have received any. gift from. God, 
direct all to: him,. in whom.they. all end, otherwiſe, ſych , will. be. 
always: karning,but-can veyer koow that Truth. that maketh free I 
for though the light of a-Candle is good, 'tis in.the dark, tis in. 
the Night, and they: that-uſe it are ſenſible of its ſervice, yet in 
in its vſe wait for the Day. to-come, for the-Sun to ariſe, where 
its ſervice is ſwallowed up. and5xuly: Falbiicd z. even .ſo. the light 
that: comes from-Men as jt..comes.from, God. to. them, is..good 
and: ſerviceable 'by- way; of -direQion,. but. its chief ſervice is. .to 
thoſe that are in- the dark. and: therefore, if the'Son of Righ- 
teouſneſs be not-waited: for, thropgh the uſe of it, to' riſe upon 
their Souls, they ſill remain-in the dark,; notwithſtanding all the. 
teaching of Men, let, their Gifts and Abilities be what. they will ; 
therefore;ſend all to-Ghriſt, . and leave all with him,. ſeek. bis-Hg- 
- nour-truly, and ke [will certainly fegk-yours,; otherwiſe gate. ©... . 
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- He Queſt: Page 6; and+'7. But the Members of Chrift's Chiach a 
the Ng different apprehenſion as the Apoſtle and rhe Peo« 
ple gathered by them: To- this he: anſwers, Pray Jer me know who 
they. were; and in what caſes, the Perſon was Paul and Peter, and thoſe 
Clhriftians that differed about Meats ? + It 1 | 
' - Anſwer,” As to that difference betwixt Paul int Peter, we be-- 
lieve it was more-the Author's own ſtating, than any bodies elſe, . 
except ſome might bring it to beat down that over-value, which . 
Men are ready to take to themſelves, becauſe of their Elderſhip - 
or Priority, conſidering that here an elder Apoſtle was correfted. 
\by a younger, though the- beſt of it is, he bore it well for any. 
thing that we hear. | - ; | 
* Agto'that of Meats, it is true, tis an inſtance of weakneſs, but 
that doth not conclude them weak that: made the Objettion, but 
. rather ſtrong, that was contented to be accounted weak rather: 
' than you ſhould be unquiet ; but whether weak or keing 
we are ſure, there are: ſome that is conſcienciouſly ished, you 
mght to hear or forbear, and ſd avoid, or provide for the cure 
of Difſr ſatisfaction and Diviſion, But to of Meats, he has 
unfairly ayoided the weight of the Objeftion, by omitting days ; 
tis true, he has an &c: but his Anſwer is as foreign to it, as if 
no ſuch thing had been. 
© As to Meats he pleaſed to ſay, 1 did not concern Church-Commu- 
ion, but. was private and perſonal Freedom, and centered here, as what 
E wilt rat, and when, #s a Man having power over bis own Apperree ; 
when tis plain from Scripture, they were not free, but bound on 


_ | the account of Confeience z - however, we hope he will not” fay 


they obſerved days too, under the ſame notion, but if he will, 
to'make way ' for blind -Obedience, who can: help it ? However, 
'tis plain from Rom.'14: that the Church at Rome, or ſome emi- 
\ nently cqncerned: therein, took things under 'another notion, tho? 
wrong too,. as all. have been fiace, that have made tircumſtantial 
nes Terms of Communion, or how comes it that the Apoſtle 
vids them receive fuch ? By whick 'tis plajo, either that ſuch kad 

[* , or.could not be recei thoſe Terms, ſo that” 


the Objetion.if fairly ſtated, is yali& ;: nd'thes far tothe eaſe in 

+ band, ye prove victoas Proiuans: i Not TORTS: (lbicured vg . 
- ap-Apoſtle, thongh contrary_to a Churches mind, or ſome emi- 

Ketaly concerned therein, al if various Praftices then in Cir- 

| | Ccum- 


+ PE We OTHER To. bk, thoſe then gia not: concern 

Church-Communion, but thoſe now do, is to: maks the' Church - 
now, or ſome eminently concerned therein, the: Author of Schiſin 

_ or DiſlatisfaQion, as ſhe' or: they: was then, the only - difference 
that we can find, they conld not: then be admitted; becauſe they 
ſlpck too much to Circumſtantials ; and now ſomeare thruſt onrer 
rejefted, becauſe they cannot receive ſuch like things. * 

But that we may accept of thoſe things-in queltion, whatever - 
they are; he tells us, They arc noe Femiſh Rires;, doth- it therefore 
follow, they are no Rites, or becauſe not Jewiſh Rites,. they: ought 
to. be accepted/as Chriſtian Rites'? But further, -as he telis-vs they 
are not Jewſh Rites, ſo he telts/ us, nor ſhadowy: Ceremonies z 
doth he mearthey” are no ſhadowy'Ceremonies, becauſe not Jewiſh, 

.or becauſe in Chriſt's Government at laſt there is none * There- 
fore he would not* have "thoſe received as ſuch, but if not ſhadowy 
Cerem6nies, pray let us know what they are. 
For if net ceremonial or circumſtantial, they muſt be eſſential, 
and if not ſhadowy, they mult be $' camhor Men be true 
' Chriſtians: teen thins,'op cannot Mens Lives and Converfati- 
| ons be fuck 6s adorn the Goſpel, if they want them? If not;-we 


muſt CINE are effential, otherwiſe they aro but ceremonialor 
circumſtantial when all is done. 

Again, will thoſe things he of lead: into'all Truth, thoſe 
thay obſerve them, or at/beſt. [—_—_ things that is true? 
If into al} Truth, then we x ge they're ſubſtance, but | 
if but-into ſome things thatis true, -rR re had ſhadowy: We find 4 
the great hurt and miſchief among Chriſtians is a miſtake, con- ”"Y 
ceiving becauſe Chriſt ' came to end«the- ſhadowy * ceremonies * 1 
of the firſt Covenant to the Jens, therefore as there ſhould be 
none in-Chriſt's Government, ſo-there is none, and io under this 


God $ worthip, and. an, Communion and rnd rellomſrlp with with: og 


x they muſd Þ#-ſobſt -or ſhadow ay 'gbove; 
2.af ah, if hon Sei ins os 
t;; 
© into poke he outward” role, che thadow, | 
is -no ſhadow, and Lam all that are in _ 
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though they may &do. the ſame thing the ſhadow leads to, yet they” 
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- do-it not byan-outward Rule, but by. his immediate Government ;-. 


they do it naturally by participating of-the Divine Nature, Chriſt 


being truly,not only the object of their mind, but-the whole. Go» 


vernment of theMind and Soul is immediately:npon_ his Shoulder;one 
Spirit with him,by alas Jafugt ro him, where everyAddition is ful- 
filled for Righteouſneſs 1 he ſha 
though-Chriſtbe their end, .yet the ſhadow is+the object 'of-their 
 Mind,: thinking - to. find Chriſt in this or that Duty, or ſerve him 
in this or+that thing ;z and though every. thing: that-is obſerved 
far a good end,..is ſerviceable, if. tliat end. be looked for through 
the -ufe of the outward things,. but:if a ſitting down inthe outward 
Gourt; -then it will not only be a-ſhadows- bug ;become-a vail-and a 
ſnare, as: well-as the abuſe of Moſes Law: did-pnto.the Jews. 

Page the gb. he ſaith, . *7is rrue,.:the People: of God: ought - to 
be left to the guidance of the Spirit of » God in themſelves, &e, 
.'-Aojſw; This. is as fair'as a Man can ſay, bug:bitherto-through-out 
His Books: what he:gives:with one Hand, he: rapes away. with the 
other z- for:he proceeds and ſays, : For this robe 1/0: applied,; as ro deſe 
regardthe Preachings and Writings of Chriſt's snlightned Servants, be- 
eaſe by them properly applied ta the: Preaching and VWriting® of falſe Pre-. 
phets and Seduders, will by no means follow... | 
-  Anſwpt##, Weare of hisind in this,: and do ſay ſo too; but this is 
but a: beging of the Queſtion; who. are/thoſe Seryants,, and -what 
are thoſe Writings that are-: true; that, are -rejefted-? We grant 
readily,” to apply this,/ and ſuch like ſayings as this, That: I- muſt 
mind the Spirit of Godin my ſelf, &c. only becauſe others have ap- 


Plied - them, ' or agalaft ſuch as we believe are Chriſt's inlightned. 


Servants inithe things that- we. believe. they are,inlightned jnz; or. 
to'apply them+to ayoid:the Groſs. .of Chriſt: in-our: ſelves,--is;ex-, 
treawvly evil.z but to apply them againſt what we belieyeis wrong, 
and impoſed, let who will be concerned, - may; be: a true; Applis. 
cation ;, for. the like. cauſe will have-the like effeft, -where-ever. it: 
. But he proceeds, and:ſaith, the DIFrin 5s true, bat not excluſpvely of. 
allExternal:Caunſel,&c,. We ſay: ſo too, for we are; for; agreeing; 
with him as: far as wEcan; -andtherefore, that we -may »continuey 
we-muſt'mind bim, there is. a yaſt difference IA mit 


ke. but ſoch--as: are; under the ſhadow, 


” nes 'E oe 6 is I 5 
External Codnfel, and receiving alLfor Couplth a cones, from 
this or/that Man, or from this or that Aſſembly-z and” we-are ſure 

we cannot find that he makes any*good proviſion in his Book to. the 

contrarys byallowing ConviQion to preceed Cootogritys ; but he 


faiths: ſuch/ſay ings: as-tbissthat'7- muſt: mind 24 of .Gea, in 
_ my ſalfy Kc. bg Yes Hyper, gens rea wed nes) 

F ar mind'vf. his Spirit and £708. roved-- 
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Anſwer, We did: concur above as fir 25 we could, but now we”. 
muſt diſſent ; it is-not therefore. falſe in Ap ” rn for that were 
to ſay, becauſe ſame have. had-the fear of God and ann of his 
Spirit, therefore ſuch have 4t- 4 av oF Le uk .A pig i, Pecos 
forme - are-not profied £6 -bave, afted-in their own w! therefore 
ſuch have a&ted-in the-will-of God, and therefore we, Me depend 
on ſuch at-all times,. in what they dire&t, becauſe we believed 
that once: they was right. - O {ad: Argument! . How , is it poſſible - 
that we ſhould beligye-his:cauſe gegds: when we Ks ſure thoſe are 
unſound Arguments'3; andyprs alſo.certain, .the.”Truth ſtands in no 
need-of what: is-untrue..to defend. it, anche leſs: qr make uſe of x 
. what is falſe, nay, that: belong tot what. is. wrong, or. at. beſt t 
what is but Hike 1 ruth ; *and-to'-this purpoſe is ;the whole Page 
nay the whole Book ;-far'inſtead.,of proving things, he. takes 
granted, that this s Church __— be right, and ..all ( 6 Jillens wh 
my wrong z butithe miſchief is, - we * at 
he means: by-this Chureh,; and: -thergfore. ing Lec] BE why. bet 
forth fairly ;-and inthe: time we 'believe, he can_.no more 
prove her infallible as dire&ed ro Men, than he-can_ make this Ar- 
gument -good, that becauſe ſome had the. fear of God. 2s above, + 
eras rye ”_”_ ſoc wo DEE no Eyi ERR no.Cer- 
tainty to'depend. on; for ay: d a= | 
of bis Spirit, and for-all a EE REA | 
pally wi who, uſed 9:bave 50d [; Arguments, bu A now RE , 
them.--, 

Again, every Fact muſt be nies before CITY therefore E, 
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F © either ſuchas believe the Spirit of Truth is the only- guide-into all 


Troth, have liberty and freedom to judge of what they are to re- 
ceive,. or they have not ; if they have not power'and liberty to 
jadge of what they are to receive and practice, as matters of Faith, 
&c. then the power over them is uncountable, and ſuch muſt ſubmix 
fo their Determinati6ns,not becauſe they-know,. or are perſwade& 
they are true, but becauſe thoſe that have this power over them, . 
fy they aretrue; if this be ow Ufurpation,- exerciſing Lordſhip 
and Dominion, as well as the bringing'inblind Obedience, and the 
begetting into an Implicite Faith, we deſire it we Ag fairly de- 
monſtrated to be according to Truth ; this cannot fairly -bedenied, 
becauſe we believe the Truth gill ſtand-the Feſt, and be willing 
to come to the Tryal ; we know that which-is falſe, will not indeed, 
becauſe it cannot z therefore we are fully perſwaded, (where any is 
offended at this fair and free Inquiry, for ſativfaCtion, 'cis-a fign, if 
not an infallible one, that ſuch are faulty. + + * 

. But on the other hand, if we have libertyand freedom to judge 
of what we are” to receive and practice, 'as matter of Faith, or 
terms of Commynion, that ſo our Religion: and Duty, may. be ac- 
cording to our Underſtanding and Judgment, then we may diſſent, 
as well as aſſent to' things propoſed or brought in, according as 
thingy or occaſion may fall out, and this, without fear or hazard 
of being prochaimed Delinquentsz for Noncogformity, . not only 
with reſpeCt to our private Sentiments or Opinions, . for that we 
might do in Turky or at Rome, but with reſpe&t to thoſe of the 
ſame Communion; that would bring new things in to be obſerved, 


© otherwiſe we have neither rrue liberty' nor freedom. 


The Reſukt is, if there be a power over us that can bring in 


| new things, as matter of Faith and terms of Communion, let ig- be 
fairly ſet forth and proved, according to truth ; but if we have 


power and liberty to judge of what we are to receive, then allow it 
freely that diſfatisfaftion and difference may come toan end, 

To this we think cam be bur one«Objection, and that-is,-:that ſuclr 
as ate diſftisfied,- are not eonſcientious, which weconfeſs is an-old 
ObjeQion, but yet not more old than w and never was to feek 
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| fore it were- removed, being as well #cbriſtian, unctaritable, as 
unrighteous,, to criminate Perfons before any thing that's evil-or 
1Nmoralcan be.juſtly./proved againſt them z anduch practices bave 
21ways been ſo far from making differencelels, 23 .they: matle them 
greater z for inſtead of reſtaripg:the Path of ; Peace and 'Troth-to.- 
-dwellin, they always laid a ſure foundation, both for difſatisfaRion, - 
and at. laſt for diviſion, ſeeing every one that is truly conſcientious, 
- have not far to go for an unerring Evidence, to reverſe ſo erronious 
Siadgments brow nil un hands w3g, T7 P | 
«, Thoſg are'fome of: thoſe many: things -thet 'we are-dilatisfied 
Vith in his Book, and wean ſay-on-a conſcientious: account, either 
then from a trueUnderſtandiog, or from lowe miſapprehenſion of 
the matter; in both-caſes, we conceive, we ſhould be relieved ac- 
cording to Truth:' And as our [Author is great in the Reputa- 
Yer Meg, we expe, and alſo hope; be. will be great as a 
nMriftign.£00,, which: is-to ſubmit aoto- the Truth whereever--it 
appears catcerned;; by;amending what! is amiſs, whether it be'with 
reſpeCt to himſelf, or it .be-in our miFunderRandings ſo far -as 
lieth in his power /;-and that he may proceed chearfully in this 
undertaking, we are content to ſay, we know but-in part, and 
indeed,; we think but in 2 little: part too, nor dage we think :our 
ſelves" ſo perfect, but what we have writ,-my-be pbjeQed againſt, 
Dy {uch. as, willcavil -o0-divers accopnts.--- Perhaps foine may ſay, 
ik wants: Method; :may: he ſome may ſay; there's 'feeming ;Con- 
tradiCtion, ,or *cis full of Tautologiesg nay; perhaps fome fault 
- May be: found: as to- the-matter 3; for. we: confeſs and think, that 
the day will till grow more-clear, and. then-ſhadows will ſtill be 
 lefs; However, as weare ſure our end:is good; there can-be.no- 
thing done again. us$ 4n: the fame ; -mind. - that: can: lure, OT 
be of evil Conſequence ; for varieties of Underſtanding, :that 
Kands in the fear of God, and are 'managedin;his love, may 
be ſome cauſe that more light is afforded; but. however, we make 
Qur- advice to others, in the firſt place, a caution to' our ſelves, 
to be always ready to hear..and 'mind, 'what;,iwhen, and | how 'the 
». Lord is :pleaſed to: ſpeak or -appear;z for 'we' do not already 
- count. our ſelves perfet; yet one thing-we do, forget what is 
+. behind, and preſſes hard after - the Mark: that ſtands _ 
ho an 
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-and think thoſe that do not ſo, ſeems not apt for the Kingdom 
of God; for the mind-of Chriſt muſt be ſought for forward, and 
not. back to his former appearances; and thus in part we know 
what we are, but what we ſhall be, we do not fully know ; but 
as the living hopes remain in the. mind, ſich truly wait for his 
appearing, which as they cannot miſs of his coming, ſo ſhall they 
ſeE hin, as be is, and be purified by bim that is pure, for he was, 
- ind is to come. i” | | 


"Laſtly, we muſt confeſs, we do believe our Author might be 
- really troubled touching -our Differences, as /ſrae! was about 
--Ruben, when he built his Altar z but we believe alſo, he did not 
inquire the matter .out fully as they did, which if he hag, we-are. 
* fit to think, we ſhould have found as few ObjeCtions in this 
'- Book, as in his other Writings ;3..or had he conſidered of what, 
of this nature was, (as we were informed) communicated to him 
- ſome time «lince, then perhaps had been no occaſion for this ; 
"however, we hope , ſhall be always as ready to confeſs unto. a 
Truth, as to oppoſe an Error. 


In the mean time we conclude, truly deſiring the good. of 
' Mankind in general, but eſpecially of them that have in any 
- meaſure believed, or confeſſed that the Spirit of Truth, or 
Light within, that comes from God, is the only guide into all 
Truth; for thoſe we are the more concerned, not only becauſe 
' they are nearer to us by Profeſſion, but alſo, becauſe they haye 
received more, and ſo have more to give an account of; there- 
fore we do _carneltly deſire, ſuch may not fit down in a Notion, 
or Profeſſion of 1ſo holy a Principle, and thereby take the name 
of the Lord in vain, but: by a true Travel in their own Hearts 
and Minds, with God's holy Spirit, may come to prove the 
Truth of what is profeſſed , then will they be eſtabliſhed as 
Mount Sor indeed, that never can be removed, 0 


The END. + 
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